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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5 and 6  
	Name:
	Melissa Bailey 

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0416 and 2024-0417
	Date:
	March 25, 2025 



SUBJECT

Proposed Motions that would confirm the Executive's appointment of the following persons to the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission: 
· Sercan Hepsener, who resides in Council District Seven, to a partial term to expire September 30, 2025 (Proposed Motion 2024-0416), and 
· Wahid Bihroz, who resides in Council District Seven, to a partial term to expire September 30, 2026 (Proposed Motion 2024-0417).

BACKGROUND

In 2018, the King County Immigrant and Refugee Commission (Commission) was established to act as "the focal point for connecting a broad group of stakeholders to identify, elevate and develop shared strategies and solutions, streamline and strengthen efforts, and bring more resources to the most pressing issues affecting immigrant and refugee communities."[footnoteRef:2] The Commission also focuses on understanding and addressing challenges faced by immigrant and refugee communities living in suburban cities and unincorporated areas of the county. A non-exhaustive list of the Commission's duties is provided in K.C.C. 2.78.020. [2:  Ordinance 18653 and King County Code Chapter 2.78] 


The Commission is comprised of thirteen members with the following membership requirements[footnoteRef:3]: [3:  K.C.C. 2.78.030] 


· A diversity of members reflecting a range of ethnicities, professional backgrounds, socioeconomic status, and places of origin to reflect the diversity of the county's immigrant and refugee communities;
· All members must be residents of King County;
· All members shall demonstrate active and engaged civic participation in one or more immigrant and refugee communities and be well versed on the issues affecting those communities;
· Membership shall reflect gender diversity;
· At least six members shall be from suburban cities or unincorporated areas;
· At least three members shall have had personal experiences as a refugee or asylee from any location worldwide;
· Membership shall represent a range of age groups, including persons representing youth issues;
· At least five members shall represent and be appointed by an immigrant-led organization serving immigrant communities and of these representatives at least three members shall represent and be appointed by a small grass-roots community-based organization that has an annual budget of less than two-hundred fifty thousand dollars, that supports the needs of distinct immigrant and refugee communities and is composed predominantly of members of those communities;
· At least one member should have familiarity with King County government, systems, and agencies; and
· Persons representing faith-based organizations are encouraged to apply.

Additionally, the Commission may include four nonvoting members who shall be community leaders actively engaged with local government, business, or philanthropic organizations, and add value to the Commission and raise its visibility and capacity through their expertise, relationships, and networks.

Per the County Code, appointments to the Commission are subject to Council confirmation. Passage of the proposed motions would fulfill this requirement.

APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Appointee Hepsener. Proposed Motion 2024-0416 would confirm the appointment of Sercan Hepsener, who resides in Council District Seven, for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2025. He would serve on the Commission as an individual.  

According to his application materials, Appointee Hepsener moved to the United States about 11 years ago from Türkiye.[footnoteRef:4] He spent his first year in San Diego, California where he attended a language school. Appointee Hepsener then moved to Washington State for graduate school to study business administration. As noted in his application, he connects with people from all over the world by attending events held by InterNations.[footnoteRef:5] He is also active in the Turkish community and attends Turkfest[footnoteRef:6] as well as picnics organized by the Turkish American Cultural Association of Washington (TACAWA).[footnoteRef:7] He has experience volunteering at community festivals and celebrations, such as the Georgetown Carnival and Fremont Fair.  [4:  Turkey, officially the Republic of Türkiye. ]  [5:  InterNations is an international community for people who live and work abroad. According to its website, it offers global networking opportunities, local events, and expat-relevant information. [LINK]]  [6:  TurkFest is an annual festival and is part of the Seattle Center Festál series. [LINK]]  [7:  TACAWA is a non-profit organization serving the Turkish American community in the Pacific Northwest since 1973. [LINK]] 


When asked about the most pressing issues facing his community, he shared that Turks have often been mischaracterized and seen as "other." In his application, he notes that he would like to help find ways for his community to feel included as part of the wider community of King County.  

Appointee Bihroz. Proposed Motion 2024-0417 would confirm the appointment of Wahid Bihroz, who resides in Council District Seven, for a partial term to expire on September 30, 2026. He would serve on the Commission as a representative for an immigrant-led organization, Kabul Washington Bridge, which has a budget below $250,000.  

In his application materials, Appointee Bihroz notes that through his work, he has gained a comprehensive understanding of the needs and challenges faced by immigrants and refugees and has developed strong connections within the community.[footnoteRef:8] He states that he has experience collaborating "with local housing agencies, landlords, and community organizations to secure suitable housing options and navigate the complexities of the rental market." He has also facilitated workshops and information sessions to educate immigrants and refugees about their rights and responsibilities as tenants. Additionally, he has "actively engaged with local policymakers, community leaders, and stakeholders to address systemic barriers and promote policies that support the integration and success of immigrant and refugees."  [8:  At the time he applied to the Commission, Appointee Bihroz served as a Housing Coordinator with the International Rescue Committee and the Executive Director of Kabul Washington Association (now called Kabul Seattle Community Services). Executive staff have confirmed that his current affiliation is with Kabul Washington Bridge.  ] 


Appointee Bihroz states in his application that he is "dedicated to fostering a sense of belonging and inclusivity by connecting individuals to vital services, such as housing, education, healthcare, and employment opportunities."

ANALYSIS

Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements in the County Code. 

INVITED 

· Sercan Hepsener, Appointee, Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Wahid Bihroz, Appointee, Immigrant and Refugee Commission
· Dae Shogren, King County Council, Staff Liaison, Immigrant and Refugee Commission 
· Brian Chu, OERSJ, Staff Liaison, Immigrant and Refugee Commission 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0416
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Proposed Motion 2024-0417
4. Transmittal Letter
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