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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Andy Micklow

	Proposed No.:
	2022-0398
	Date:
	November 21, 2022



SUBJECT

A proposed ordinance adopting and ratifying amendments to the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0398 would approve amendments to the King County Countywide Planning Policies related to growth targets for the City of Sammamish (City), as recommended by the Growth Management Planning Council, and ratify them on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County. 

BACKGROUND 

Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC). The GMPC is a formal body comprised of elected officials from King County, Seattle, Bellevue, other cities and towns in King County, and special purpose districts. The GMPC was created in 1992 by an interlocal agreement in response to a provision in the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) requiring cities and counties to work together to adopt Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs). 

The CPPs are a series of policies that address growth management issues in King County. The CPPs present the shared vision of King County and the 39 cities within King County to guide jurisdictions as they develop and amend their comprehensive plans. For King County specifically, the CPPs relate to the King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP) and its implementing development regulations.

As provided for in the GMPC interlocal agreement, the GMPC developed and recommended the original CPPs, which were adopted by the King County Council and ratified by the cities in 1992. Subsequent amendments to the CPPs follow the same adoption process, which is outlined in CPP G-1 and includes: recommendation by the GMPC, adoption and ratification by the King County Council, and ratification by the cities. Amendments to the CPPs become effective when ratified by at least 30% of the city and county governments representing at least 70% of the population of King County. A city shall be deemed to have ratified an amendment to the CPPs unless the city disapproves it by legislative action within 90 days of adoption by King County.

Growth Targets. As a part of the 2021 CPP Update, new growth targets were recommended for the 2019-2044 planning period. Growth targets are policy statements about the amount of housing and jobs each jurisdiction will plan for in the 2024 comprehensive plan update. Growth targets are created collaboratively by all cities and King County to implement the Regional Growth Strategy in VISION 2050 by providing land use assumptions for periodic comprehensive plan updates. 

Council Review. During its review of the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policy legislation, the Council amended the growth targets for the City of Sammamish and directed the Growth Management Planning Council (GMPC) to establish a process to revise the City's growth targets to reflect updated sewer capacity. The original growth targets for the City of Sammamish were 700 net new housing units and 305 net new jobs. 

GMPC Motion 21-4. At its December 2021 meeting, the GMPC adopted Motion 21-4 which established a process for the City of Sammamish, in consultation with King County, the Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District, and other jurisdictions in the Cities and Towns Regional Geography Caucus to revise the initially proposed 2019-2044 growth targets to reflect updated infrastructure availability. This included a briefing with the GMPC in April 2022 and follow-up action at the June (July) 2022 meeting. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2022-0398 would approve amendments to 2019-2044 housing and employment growth targets for the City of Sammamish in the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies. The updated targets for the City would be 2,100 net new housing units and 728 net new jobs. This would also update the overall growth targets for the Cities and Towns Regional Geography as shown in Attachment A to the proposed ordinance. According to Executive staff, shares of growth for Cities and Towns are higher than shares in VISION 2050, but targeted growth is substantially consistent with the Regional Growth Strategy.

The City of Sammamish followed the process outlined in GMPC Motion 21-4 to develop the updated growth targets that would be adopted with the proposed ordinance. This included re-evaluating available land for development given the expiration of the sewer service area moratorium, engagement with local jurisdictions, and City of Sammamish City Council action on the updated targets. 

GMPC Action. On July 27, 2022, the GMPC approved Motion 22-1, which recommends amendments to 2019-2044 housing and employment growth targets for the City of Sammamish in the 2021 King County Countywide Planning Policies. GMPC action is a recommendation to the King County Council and is not binding. 

Consistent with CPPs adoption requirements, Proposed Ordinance 2022-0398 forwards the GMPC recommendation to the King County Council for consideration for possible approval. The Proposed Ordinance would also ratify the change on behalf of the population of unincorporated King County and would begin the ratification process by cities.

INVITED

· Lauren Smith, Director, Regional Planning, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget
· Ivan Miller, Comprehensive Planning Manager, Regional Planning, Office of Performance, Strategy, and Budget

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2022-0398 (and its attachments)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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