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Office of Risk Management Services
Department of Executive Services
King Street Center
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 320
Seattle, WA 98104
206-263-2250 Fax 206-296-0949
TTY Relay: 711
 
		
October 1, 2022	

The Honorable Claudia Balducci, Chair 
King County Council
516 Third Ave, Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

RE:  Quarterly Report of Closed Claims with Indemnity Payments of $100,000 or More

Dear Councilmember Balducci:

I am pleased to transmit the quarterly report for the third quarter of 2022 summarizing claims that closed with an indemnity payment in the amount of $100,000 or more. This report is transmitted pursuant to Ordinance 16913 adopted on August 27, 2010, which established a quarterly reporting requirement for the King County Risk Manager. This report describes the three claims that resolved from July 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022 with an indemnity payment of $100,000 or more.

Claimant:  Potter, W. Cole c/o PNW Strategic Legal Solutions, PLLC
Date of Loss:	02/22/2018					Indemnity Payment: $150,000
Closure Date:	08/09/2022					Closure Method:  Settlement

Cole Potter (age 61) arrived at the Newport Hills Park-and-Ride at approximately 5:45 a.m. on February 22, 2018, to catch his bus to the Boeing Everett plant. The weather had been extremely cold for the previous four days (in the 20s), with snow/ice in the forecast. The Metro Facilities Snow Plan does not provide any sort of priority or plan regarding pretreating or sanding customer parking areas of park-and-rides that do not support the movement of buses. On this particular morning, Mr. Potter described the Newport Hills Park-and-Ride lot as a sheet of black ice. Mr. Potter slipped while walking from his car to the bus shelter and fractured the T-5 vertebrae of his spine, which later required surgery to correct. Total medical bills were $43,000. The case was settled for $150,000 during trial.


Claimant:  	Mung, Shui Lin (Estate of)			Indemnity Payment: $1,250,000
Date of Loss:	07/10/2018					Closure Method:  Settlement
Closure Date:	08/04/2022		

The Estate of Shui Lin Mung and his two adult sons sued King County for negligence for Mr. Mung’s death after he fell on a Metro bus on July 10, 2018. The fall occurred shortly after Mr. Mung boarded the bus when the operator had to brake to avoid a pedestrian jaywalking in front of the bus. Mr. Mung, 82 years old, had just boarded the bus and was walking along the priority seating area when the bus braked. Mr. Mung lost his balance, fell backwards, and hit his head likely on the farebox, causing severe blunt force trauma to his head. He never regained consciousness and was taken off life support eleven days later at Harborview Medical Center. The plaintiffs assert through their expert that, if the driver had been looking around when pulling away from the bus stop, he would have seen the jaywalker about to step off the curb across the street and would not have moved the bus. Second, they assert that the operator violated the rules of The Book by not waiting for Mr. Mung, who was 82 years old and loaded down with packages, to either take a seat or remain standing in a stable location. The case was resolved for $1,250,000.

Claimant:  	Chapel, Jessica				Indemnity Payment: $12,000,000
Date of Loss:	03/10/2021					Closure Method:  Settlement
Closure Date:	08/31/2022		

Jessica Chapel, a 34-year-old woman, was sitting on the sidewalk in Renton on March 10, 2021. A Metro bus was making a right turn and cut the corner too close, causing the right rear tires of the bus to go over the curb, onto the sidewalk, and run over Ms. Chapel’s left leg. The bus driver left the scene of the accident two different times and cancelled the call for aid.  The bus driver has been charged with felony hit and run.  Ms. Chapel’s injuries resulted in her left leg being amputated above the knee. She remains in therapeutic care in California. The case was resolved for $12,000,000. 

I would be happy to answer any questions or provide a briefing for the Council on these claims at your convenience. 


Sincerely,





Christine Oh
Interim Director, Office of Risk Management Services

cc:	King County Councilmembers
ATTN:  Stephanie Cirkovich., Chief of Staff
			  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council
Shannon Braddock, Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive 
Karan Gill, Deputy Chief of Staff Office of the Executive
Mina Hashemi, Director, Council Relations, Office of the Executive 
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive
    Services (DES)
Susie Slonecker, Chief Civil Deputy, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO)
Jessica Kozma, Litigation Section Head, PAO
Kymber Waltmunson, King County Auditor
2

image1.png
u

King County




image2.png
(ptlene &%/




