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January 23, 2013


The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

This letter transmits an ordinance authorizing the King County Executive to enter into interlocal cooperation agreement amendments that provide for the disbursement of Conservation Futures tax (CFT) levy funds authorized by the 2013 Adopted Budget Ordinance, Ordinance 17476. This important legislation will help maintain the quality of life for King County residents by preserving important open space.

King County allocated over five and one half million dollars in CFT funds to 15 open space acquisition projects in the suburban cities and in the City of Seattle in the 2013 King County budget ordinance. Passage of the attached ordinance is required for the Executive to distribute those CFT funds to the cities for the projects.

The projects will create needed public open space throughout the region including in underserved areas, which supports King County’s equity and social justice goals. These urban open space acquisition projects also help meet environmental sustainability objectives of the King County Strategic Plan by supporting the acquisition of open space.

Projects on Issaquah Creek, Swamp Creek in Kenmore, the Green River in Kent, and the North Creek Forest in Bothell will provide additional protection for scenic city greenbelts, and will conserve urban wildlife and salmon habitat, directly supporting King County Strategic Plan goals of protecting biodiversity and water quality. All of the projects will help further the vision of the Washington State Growth Management Act by helping cities attain goals set forth in their respective park plans and comprehensive plans. By supporting healthy forests, this legislation promotes the forestry goals of the Strategic Climate Action Plan.


Attachment B to the enclosed ordinance describes the 15 projects. The funding for these projects was recommended by the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee in spring 2012, and then approved by King County by Ordinance 17476.

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mark Isaacson, Division Director of the Water and Land Resources Division in the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 
206-296-6587.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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cc:	King County Councilmembers
		ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff
			  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County 
    Executive Office
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
Christie True, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)
Mark Isaacson, Division Director, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP
