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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2020-0062 would provide direction to the Conservation Futures Advisory Committee for Council priorities on the use of Conservation Futures Tax (CFT) funds for acquisition of property rights for the Ballard P-Patch and adjacent property. 

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2020-0062 would use the Council’s authority under K.C.C. 26.12.010 to express the Council’s interest in prioritizing CFT funding for the Ballard P-Patch. The proposed motion notes that this area provides an urban passive-use natural area and educational opportunities for schoolchildren, and contributes to redressing disparities by providing organic produce to the Ballard Food Bank. It also notes that due to a desire on the part of the property owner to sell the property, the property is at risk of being converted to a non-open-space use. 

Actual CFT project applications in response to the stated priority would be submitted through the regular CFT review process. If project applications are received, the CFT Advisory Committee will review the applications as part of its review process during spring 2020. The CFT Advisory Committee will transmit its recommendations for funding to the Council and Executive during the summer. The Executive will propose specific funding recommendations to the Council as part of the 2021-2022 biennial budget. 

BACKGROUND 

Conservation futures tax (CFT) levy proceeds are authorized by state law[footnoteRef:1] to acquire property rights to conserve open space lands. CFT levy proceeds are collected throughout King County as a dedicated portion of the property tax. Open space lands are defined in K.C.C. 26.12.003 and RCW 84.34.020 to include open space, agricultural lands, and timber lands. CFT funds are allowed to be used to protect, preserve, maintain, improve, restore, limit the future use of, or other otherwise conserve open space lands. [1:  Conservation futures are established in RCW 84.34.200 through .240.] 


K.C.C. chapter 26.12 defines the process and criteria for the allocation of CFT levy funds, done through the county’s budget process. Project applications are submitted to King County, either by the local jurisdiction in which the project is located, or through community groups or nonprofits. These project applications are reviewed by the CFT Advisory Committee, which makes a recommendation to the Executive on funding allocations based on the selection criteria.[footnoteRef:2] The Executive includes recommendations for funding allocation in the proposed budget, which the Council reviews, amends, and adopts. Unless a project is determined by the CFT committee to be located in an opportunity area,  project applicants are required to provide funding from another source in an equal or greater amount to the CFT funding they receive.  [2:  Motion 15513] 


King County Code allows the Council to establish priorities for the CFT Advisory Committee to consider during their project selection and funding recommendation process.[footnoteRef:3] A motion setting such priorities must be passed by the Council by March 1st of any given year for consideration for funding in the following year. [3:  K.C.C. 26.12.010.B] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2020-0062 would set an evaluation priority for one or more projects that include the purchase of property rights for the property where the Ballard P-Patch is currently located and adjacent property currently used as parking. The proposed motion states that the Ballard P-Patch, a community gardening project located at the border of the Ballard and North Beach neighborhoods in Seattle, provides an urban passive-use natural area, educational opportunities for schoolchildren, and contributes to redressing disparities by donating more than 2,000 pounds of produce to the Ballard Food Bank each year. 

The motion further states that the church that owns the land on which the Ballard P-Patch is located intends to sell the property, and that if the property is not purchased by the nonprofit GROW that runs the P-Patch or another public entity, the land will likely be converted to residential development. 

If an applicant submits a CFT application for the Ballard P-Patch, it will be subject to the review process and criteria established in code. This proposed motion, if passed before March 1, 2020, would alert the committee that this project is a priority for consideration in the 2020 application review cycle for projects that would be proposed to the Council for funding as part of the 2021-2022 biennial budget.

INVITED

· Bob Burns, Deputy Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
· Ingrid Lundin, Project Program Manager, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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