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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  
An ordinance establishing February 7, 2006 as the date of a special election regarding creation of a public hospital district on Vashon and Maury Islands.
BACKGROUND:

On August 25, 2005, a petition was filed with the King County director of the records, elections and licensing services division for the formation a new public hospital district encompassing all of Vashon-Maury Island in order to provide for the continued funding of two existing health service facilities (Vashon Community Care Center and Vashon Health Services Center) that currently serve the needs of island residents.
NOTE:  Neither the proposed formation of the public hospital district solely for the purpose of authorizing levies to continue funding of existing health care facilities nor the council’s legislative act of establishing the date of the special election for such district, are dependent in any manner upon the approval of a certificate of need.   

However, the creation of a new or the expansion of or significant change to the scope of an existing health care facility, requires a certificate of need from the state Department of Health (per RCW 70.41.090 , RCW 70.38.105 and 246-310-020 WAC).  
If at such time there is a proposal by the board of the new public hospital district to take an action that requires a certificate of need, the state Department of Health will proceed accordingly at that time.
The signatures on the petition were certified as compliant with RCW 70.44.020 and RCW 70.44.030.  The petition certification is included as Attachment 2 of the staff report. 
On October 10, 2005, the council adopted Motion 12207 (see Attachment 3), setting October 31, 2005 for a public hearing on the petition.  In compliance with RCW 70.44.030, the petition and notice of the October 31st public hearing were published in the Vashon Island Beachcomber on October 12, 2005, and October 19, 2005.   
SUMMARY:
Proposed Ordinance 2005-0416, in addition to establishing a date of February 7, 2006 for a special election, would:

· Propose a new public hospital district known as "King County Public Hospital District No. 5."

· Establish all lands of Vashon and Maury Islands as the area of the new hospital district

· Declare that an emergency exists for purposes of calling a special election.

· Authorize and direct the clerk of the council to transmit the propositions to the director of records, elections and licensing services.
· Request the director of records, elections and licensing services to assume jurisdiction to call and conduct a special election.
· Request the director of records, elections and licensing services to prepare and distribute a local voters' pamphlet.
· State the composition (five positions elected at-large) of the board of commissioners for the new hospital district.
NOTE:  The provisions of RCW 70.44.020 and .030 require the council to set a date for an election and limit the authority for amendments by the council to the removal of “any lands have been unjustly or improperly included within the proposed public hospital district”.
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0416
2. Petition Certification

3. Motion 12207
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