                                                                [image: image1.png]u

King County




Transportation, Economy and Environment Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2012-0200
	Date:
	July 25, 2012


SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2011-0352 would approve the Valley View Sewer District (“District”) 2011 Comprehensive Sewer System Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY
Council approval of wastewater utility comprehensive plans is required by King County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND
King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria
King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all wastewater system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand,
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE VALLEY VIEW SEWER DISTRICT’S 2011 COMPREHENSIVE SEWER SYSTEM PLAN 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan in March 2012, and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area - The service area described in the Plan is located generally south of Seattle, though its service area includes part of Seattle, as well as portions of the cities of Burien, SeaTac, Tukwila, and unincorporated King County.  District boundaries extend from South Director Street and South Cambridge Street on the north to South 176th Street and South 182nd Street on the south, and from Interstate 5 and State Route 599 on the east, to 1st Ave South and State Route 509 on the west.  

Facilities - The District serves approximately 8,000 connections, or approximately 14,000 Equivalent Residential Units (“ERU”) in an area of approximately 6,071 acres. These connections are served through a network of collector and interceptor lines ranging in size from 6 to 24 inches in diameter. There are approximately 120 miles of sanitary sewer lines and an estimated 30 miles of side sewers.  Valley View operates 16 pump stations to pump flows where gravity service cannot be provided.
The District does not own or maintain wastewater treatment facilities; its flows are treated through contracted relationships with the King County Wastewater Treatment Division, Southwest Suburban Sewer District and Midway Sewer District.
Growth - The Plan indicates that projected development within the service area is limited to that associated with infill development over the short term, and redevelopment over the longer term. A reduction in single family residential uses and an increase in multi-family and commercial uses is anticipated.  Based on interpolation of population and employment projections provided by the Puget Sound Regional Council and city planners, it is estimated that population will increase from approximately 36,000 in 2010 to over 50,000 by the year 2030 and that the number of ERUs served by the District will increase from approximately 14,000 to approximately 20,000 over the same period.
System Improvements - The Plan identifies $5.4 million in rehabilitation and replacement projects, including sewer main replacements, pump station rehabilitation, and similar projects.  There are also $25.2 million in sewer extension projects, divided between 14 listed projects, costing between $310,000 and $4.4 million.  Revenue sources for financing capital expenses include rates, utility local improvement districts, bonds, grants and loans.  
SEPA - On January 24, 2012, the District issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  Review and approval by the state Department of Ecology is anticipated following Council consideration.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0200, with the attached Valley View Sewer District 2011 Comprehensive Sewer System Plan
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