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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM: 11
DATE: January 14, 2002
PROPOSED NO: 2002-0020
PREPARED BY: Mike Alvine

SUBJECT:  A MOTION approving participation in the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign; supporting the executive's development of an action plan to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases and targeted air pollutants from King County operations.

SUMMARY:  Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) is a campaign of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, begun in 1993.  The campaign currently has 475 local governments participating throughout the world, with over 100 cities and counties in the United States.  These participants represent over eight percent of the global greenhouse gas emissions.  Emission reduction efforts focus on two primary greenhouse gasses, carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane.  CO2 is released when we burn fossil fuels and methane (CH4) is emitted when garbage and waste products decompose, primarily in landfills and wastewater treatment plants.  Other conventional pollutants are also considered under the campaign.  These greenhouse gasses concern a growing number of scientists because of their potential to cause devastating climactic changes over the next 50 to 100 years.

What is expected of local governments?   Local governments are expected to:

· Have the legislative body approve participation in the campaign;

· Conduct an energy and emissions inventory and forecast; 

· Establish an emissions target;

· Develop and obtain approval for the Local Action Plan;

· Implement policies and measures;

· Monitor and verify results.

Executive Sims signed a Clean Air Initiative executive order that became effective January 1, 2002.  It effectively directs executive agencies to undertake tasks that would achieve the objectives listed above.  The order establishes an Air Quality Steering Team comprised of the directors of the departments of Natural Resources and Parks, Transportation and the Office of Regional Policy and Planning or their designee.  

The Air Quality Steering Team will work on the initiative collaboratively with the Green Building Team.  The Green Building Team is responsible for promoting environmentally sensitive construction, management and purchasing practices.  It is comprised of the Budget Office, the departments of Transportation, Development and Environmental Services, Natural Resources and Parks and the Finance division.  The Green Team’s role has been further defined in a separate executive order (Attachment 4).

Benefits – The Cities for Climate Preservation campaign states that the benefits of participation include:

· financial savings through energy and fuel efficiency; 

· green space preservation; 

· local economic development and job creation through the demand for energy efficiency and new energy systems; 

· air pollution reduction; 

· traffic congestion improvements; 

· community livability improvement. 

It should be noted that King County has already committed to significant policies and actions that will help reduce greenhouse gasses as a result of other policy initiatives, such as the move to generate our own power from methane emissions at the Cedar Hills landfill and the county’s wastewater treatment plants. 

Timing/Amendment – The motion, executive order and transmittal letter call for the inventory to be complete and an action plan to be drawn up by June 1, 2002.  It was the Executive’s wish to change this key date to October 1, 2002 before transmittal to Council.  Through an oversight, this was not done and the Executive has asked that the legislation be amended.  The amendment has been prepared and sponsored as Attachment 2.  This would still appear to be an aggressive schedule to accomplish by October 1.

Hosting National Conference February 6-9th – The City of Seattle, King County and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency will co-host a national conference of the Cities for Climate Preservation next month.  

Costs – Participation in the campaign does not require joining the ICLEI.  If the County wanted to be a more active member in the governance of the organization, annual dues would be $5,750.  Other costs of participation depend on what County action decides to do to reduce greenhouse gasses.  The executive order calls for “cost-effective measures” to be taken, however, guidelines will be needed to determine cost effectiveness.

ATTENDING:  
Donald Theiler, Manager, Wastewater Division, Dept. of Natural Resources and Parks

Lindsay Halm, Planner, Directors Office, Dept. of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENTS:  
1. Proposed Motion 2002-0020 and attachments

2. Amendment 1

3. Executive Transmittal letter, dated January 3, 2002

4. Executive order-Green Building Initiative, effective October 25, 2001

5. Cities for Climate Preservation web site print out
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