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Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	7
	Name:
	Brandi Paribello

	Proposed No.:
	2026-0050
	Date:
	June 17, 2026



SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the City of Black Diamond Summer 2025 Water System Plan.

SUMMARY

If adopted, Proposed Ordinance 2026-0050 would approve the City of Black Diamond Summer 2025 Water System Plan which was reviewed by the Utilities and Technical Review Committee (UTRC) for conformance with King County Code (K.C.C.) and recommended approval on December 17, 2025.

BACKGROUND 

The City of Black Diamond is located approximately 30 miles southeast of Seattle along State Route 169, just west of the Cascade Mountains. The purpose of this proposed plan update is development of a long-term planning strategy for the City’s Retail Water Service Area (RWSA).  The City’s RWSA includes the area within its municipal limits as well as unincorporated urban and rural areas of King County. Covington Water and Sewer District provides water service to properties within the northern portion of the City, specifically the Lake Sawyer area.  The City's last water system plan was approved in 2010 by Ordinance 16774.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria. King County Code (K.C.C) Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the Plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district's ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water and wastewater policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and provision of sewer and wastewater services.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND SUMMER 2025 COMPREHENSIVE WATER PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in December 2025 (see Attachment 2 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review). The UTRC found that the Plan meets the requirements of K.C.C. Chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval. Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area: The service area is located approximately 30 miles southeast of Seattle along State Route 169, just west of the Cascade Mountains. The City’s Retail Service Area (RWSA) includes the area within its municipal limits as well as unincorporated urban and rural areas of King County. Covington Water and Sewer District provides water service to properties within the northern portion of the City, specifically the Lake Sawyer area. The City’s RWSA is located within the South King County Coordinated Water System Plan (SKCCWSP) coverage area.

Facilities: The City’s water system includes:

· Approximately 34.3 miles of transmission and distribution pipes;
· Two reservoirs; and
· Two pump/booster pump stations.

The City’s water source comes from one spring site and two interties with the City of Tacoma for wholesale service. The City serves approximately 1,940 connections; single-unit residences account for over 90 percent of the connections.

Growth: The Plan is consistent with the Washington State Growth Management Act and the King County Comprehensive Plan as it limits service to within the designated urban area.  The growth projections in this plan are higher than the housing target set by the King County Countywide Planning Policies and the projections align with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, which assumes full build-out of two approved master planned developments (MPDs) included in the adopted land use map.  Expected growth in the two approved MPDs is based on data provided by the developers. The City’s water supply capacity analysis indicates that it has the necessary water supply to meet future demand projections.

System Improvements: The Plan identifies approximately $18.36 million of work through the 20-year planning horizon, not including projects paid for by master planned developments (MPDs). Approximately $6.57 million of this total is for the 10-year CIP project list. The identified projects address the existing deficiencies and improvements necessary for the water system to serve projected growth.

The Financial Program includes revenue bond financing and indicates that the City will need to increase its rates to meet projected financial needs. The City's recommended rate strategy calls for rate increases of 17% annually in 2025 and 2026, a 15% increase in 2027, a 6% increase in 2028, and 3.5% annual increases from 2029 through 2033 to account for inflation.

SEPA: The City completed SEPA review for the Plan in March 2025.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2026-0050 and its attachment
2. UTRC Matrix - Review of City of Black Diamond Comprehensive Water Plan, Summer 2025
3. Transmittal Letter
4. Fiscal Note
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