CABLE COMMUNICATIONS
ANALYST: BRANDI PARIBELLO

	
	
	Expenditures
	
	Revenues
	
	FTEs
	
	TLTs

	2024 Revised Budget, Annualized
	
	$454,119
	
	$2,915,365
	
	2.0
	
	0.0

	2025 Base Budget Adjust.
	
	$20,672
	
	$0
	
	0.0
	
	0.0

	2025 Decision Packages
	
	$312,179
	
	$59,635
	
	0.0 
	
	0.0 

	2025 Proposed Budget
	
	$787,000
	
	$2,975,000
	
	2.0
	
	0.0

	% Change from prior biennium, annualized
	
	71.4%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dec. Pkg. as % of prior biennium, annualized
	
	68.7%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Major Revenue Sources: Cable Franchise and PEG Fees



DESCRIPTION

The Office of Cable Communications (OCC) assists cable television subscribers with resolving complaints and answering questions regarding their cable service in unincorporated King County. The OCC negotiates, monitors, and enforces the rules in cable television and wireline franchises granted by King County, as well as collects fees.
The OCC collects a franchise fee of five percent of gross revenues from cable companies for their use of the County's rights-of-way. Additionally, cable companies pay public, educational, and governmental use (PEG) fees that support capital costs related to enhancing access to public programming (such as King County Television). The OCC, a General Fund agency, generates approximately $2.9 million per year for the General Fund.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET AND CHANGES

The OCC appropriation for 2025 is proposed to increase by 71.4%, approximately half of which is due to new appropriation authority for non-King County legal counsel for the upcoming cable franchise agreement renewal which is required by King County Code 6.27A.  Executive staff state the 10-year agreements are based on state and federal law and often require additional outside legal expertise beyond the knowledge of the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office. The other half is due to PEG fees that are paid to the cable companies, who then give the money to the local government as a grant, meaning this appropriation is ultimately net neutral. 
KEY ISSUES

Staff have not identified any key issues with this budget.
