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June 4, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E
Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to provide additional support to veterans, their families and others in need. The funding of $6.55 million for these services is available from savings due to under expenditure and increased revenue over the life of the 2006-2011 Veterans and Human Services (VHS) Levy. 
I appreciate the longstanding leadership of the King County Council on this issue and your shared commitment to our local veterans and their families. Originally passed by the voters in 2005, the VHS Levy was placed on the ballot for renewal in August 2011. Thanks to the support of the voters of King County, the VHS Levy was overwhelmingly approved for another six years beginning in 2012.

I am proposing to make these one-time dollars available quickly, partly through the attached supplemental 2012 appropriation ordinance and partly through the upcoming 2013-2014 biennial budget. The funding will help to address the biggest issues facing our veterans: unemployment, mental health issues and homelessness. Funds will also support efforts underway to better plan for and provide assistance to homeless youth and young adults. 

These funds will support the following programs and initiatives:

· Aerospace and Veteran Employment Training Initiative, $1,850,000 – VHS Levy funding will launch a new and innovative initiative through WorkSource Renton to help veterans returning to the community train for new jobs in the burgeoning aerospace industry, in line with the King County Aerospace Alliance. 
· King County Internship Program for Veterans, $200,000 – Supports King County Council Motion 13661 calling for development of a program for veterans interested in public sector employment internships with County government. Funding has been designated to support these internships, pending Council approval of the plan. 
· Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Treatment/Counseling, $450,000 – A successful partnership with the Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs to provide PTSD treatment and counseling services can be augmented to increase individual treatment hours and create more treatment groups for families and for women veterans. 
· Military Family Counseling, $100,000 – Originally proposed to begin in 2014, one-time funding will start this new program one year earlier, providing vital support to military families before, during and after the deployment of their loved one. 
· Enhanced Outreach to Women Veterans and Veterans of Color, $75,000 – Funding will increase targeted outreach to underserved communities. 
· Mobile Medical Van Replacement, $375,000 – The South King County Mobile Medical Program operated by Public Health-Seattle & King County provides effective outreach and services to homeless veterans and others in need. One-time funds will repair or replace the aging van and continue these important services. 
· Veterans Housing Capital and Services, $2.3 million – One-time dollars to be invested in housing capital and services in support of the Five Year Plan to End Homelessness Among Veterans. 
· Youth/Young Adult Housing Capital and Services, $854,000 – Youth and young adult homelessness is an increasing concern and a comprehensive plan to address this issue is underway. Funding for housing and supportive services will be invested in line with the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness and the results of the planning effort.  
· Youth/Young Adult Homelessness Plan Private Fund Match, $280,000 – Funds will support King County’s role as the regional system planner for youth and young adult homelessness prevention and interventions. Private foundations are making a significant contribution toward this effort. This funding is needed to match their contributions. 
· Depression Intervention for Seniors, $66,000 – Enables an expansion of the Program to Encourage Active, Reward Lives for Seniors, providing in-home counseling and support for seniors with depression, including veterans. 
For more information, please see Attachment A: Veterans and Human Services Levy Program Descriptions, and Attachment B: Veterans and Human Services Levy Fund Balance Allocation Plan to the ordinance, which provide more detailed program descriptions, costs, and the year of each appropriation.
I wish to thank members of the two VHS Levy Citizen Oversight Boards for helping to prioritize which activities to strengthen with these one-time funds. Their input was invaluable.

This legislation furthers the goals of the King County Strategic Plan, particularly the Health and Human Potential Goal, “Provide opportunities for all communities and individuals to realize their full potential,” and it especially promotes Objective 4, “Ensure a network of integrated and effective health and human services is available to people in need.” This legislation promotes equity and social justice by providing access to determinants of equity, including family wage jobs and job training; health and human services; and housing. The activities described in Attachment A also support the three goals of the VHS Levy as described in the adopted Service Improvement Plan:
1. Prevent and reduce homelessness
2. Reduce unnecessary criminal justice and emergency medical system involvement 
3. Increase self-sufficiency of veterans and vulnerable populations.
Originally passed by the voters in 2005, the VHS Levy was placed on the ballot for renewal in August 2011. Thanks to the support of the voters of King County, the VHS Levy was overwhelmingly approved for another six years beginning in 2012. 
I appreciate the input of councilmembers regarding the serious and growing issue of human trafficking in our region and I share your concern, particularly for the children and young adults who are impacted by this form of modern day slavery. Funds will be reserved in the 2013-2014 budget to address this issue pending further exploration of the most effective intervention methods, cost estimates, and consultation with the levy boards.

Thank you for considering this proposal for the use of one-time VHS Levy fund balance dollars to help our veterans and others in need get on track to healthier lives and futures. I am proud to live in a community that has banded together in tough times to help those in need.

If you have any questions, please contact Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services, at 206-263-9100.
Sincerely,
Dow Constantine

King County Executive
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cc:
King County Councilmembers
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