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2015 Regional Water Quality Committee Work Plan
Background:  The Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) is responsible for developing, reviewing and recommending countywide policies and plans related to the water pollution abatement and water quality improvement functions of King County as a metropolitan municipal corporation.  It is the responsibility of the county (associated with its metropolitan powers) to prepare and implement a comprehensive water pollution abatement plan, including provisions for “waterborne pollutant removal, water quality improvement, sewage disposal, and storm water drainage for the metropolitan area” pursuant to policies and plans recommended by the RWQC and adopted by the Metropolitan King County Council. 
In 1999, the Council, upon recommendation by the RWQC, adopted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) as its comprehensive plan to provide wastewater treatment services to this region for the next 30 years.    Much of the committee’s work in intervening years has focused on the implementation of the RWSP by tracking progress made and adjusting and adding policies as needed;  and reviewing and approving program updates for the implementation of capital projects.  In 2015, the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee completed a comprehensive review and recommendations of the RWSP, and forwarded those to a subcommittee created by the RWQC to review those recommendations.  Executive review of the recommendations is pending. 
2016 Work Plan:  In light of these efforts, the RWQC will carry forward the review of the Regional Wastewater Services Plan in 2016, as well as review of major elements of the wastewater treatment system, including the financial framework. 
Concurrently, the committee may consider and/or direct research regarding related water quality issues within the region that may have a bearing on future operations and capital investments where there are potential benefits to ratepayers and taxpayers across the region in an increasingly stringent regulatory environment.
Below are summarized the elements of the 2016 RWQC Work Plan
· Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP): Possible development, review and action to recommend RWSP policy amendments or additions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· 2016 Sewer Rate and Capacity Charge:  Review and potentially advise the Council on the Executive’s proposed rate and capacity charge

· Review of WaterWorks Grant Program:  Review of legislation to address structure of WaterWorks Grant Program

· Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Control Plan:   Updates and briefings regarding implementation of the Combined Sewer Overflow program

· Capital Cost Estimating:  Provide input and review of recommendations regarding transparency of cost estimating for WTD capital projects.

· Conveyance System Improvement (CSI) Program: Review of an update to the CSI Program 

· Capital Debt: Discussion of issues, options/strategies regarding capital debt financing and management.

· Infiltration/Inflow  Briefing regarding the review effort by MWPAAC of Infiltration/Inflow issues.



