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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
DATE:  October 11, 2005
PROPOSED NO:  2005-0337
PREPARED BY:  Elizabeth Mountsier
SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Town of Skykomish to provide landmark designation and protection services.

BACKGROUND:

County Historic Preservation Program

King County manages the program for designation and protection of historic landmarks through the King County Landmarks Commission, supported by the County Historic Preservation Officer.  The landmarks function, established in K.C.C. 20.62, addresses:  

· Nomination and designation of King County landmarks or community landmarks according to criteria established in code;

· Requirement for a ‘Certificate of Appropriateness’ to authorize substantive changes to significant features of designated landmarks;

· Evaluation of the economic impact of denial of a Certificate of Appropriateness;

· Appeal procedure from determinations of the Commission;

· Penalty for violation of K.C.C. 20.62; and

· Special tax valuation provisions for King County landmarks.

The code provides that a property or district may be designated a landmark if it is 

· At least 40 years old;

· Relatively unchanged physically in terms of location, design and materials; and

· Historically significant for association with individuals, events, or broad themes important in local, state or national history; or

· Architecturally significant.

Under these provisions, the Landmarks Commission has designated 66 individual properties as historic landmarks and five districts with multiple properties in each.  For each designated property, the program is responsible for reviewing significant changes to the designated features of significance and issuing Certificates of Appropriateness; administering financial incentives and tax benefits; and providing technical assistance to property owners concerning appropriate treatment and maintenance of landmark properties.

Regional Historic Preservation Program

In 1994, the Historic Preservation Program began providing landmark designation and protection services to suburban cities.  Cities contract for such services through an interlocal agreement with the County.   The services include:

· Designating landmark properties, and reviewing proposals for significant change; 

· Surveying and evaluating historic resources; and

· Providing incentives to landmark owners to preserve property.

To date, the cities of Auburn, Black Diamond, Carnation, Des Moines, Kenmore, Kirkland, Issaquah, Maple Valley, Newcastle, North Bend, Redmond, Shoreline, Snoqualmie, and Woodinville are currently participating in the County’s historic preservation  program and have signed such interlocal agreements with the county providing for contracted historic landmark services, resulting in the designation of 24 landmarks within those jurisdictions. 

SUMMARY:
The Town of Skykomish considered developing its own historic preservation program but decided that an interlocal agreement with the county  for the delivery of related historic preservation services is a  preferable cooperative approach to preserving its and the region’s history and character that has many benefits: cost efficient delivery of professional services – (as the town does not have the staff expertise required to manage such a program); compliance with growth management requirements for historic preservation; protection and enhancement of key aspects of community character; and, access to grants and other incentives for landmark property owners.   King County Comprehensive Plan Policy P-213 encourages such service exchanges and directs the county to actively market these services to the cities/towns.  

The enclosed ordinance will authorize the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the Town of Skykomish for landmark designation and protection services.  If this agreement is not approved, the town will not be able to preserve its historic resources in the manner which it desires, and the value of reimbursement for services will be foregone by the county. 

The Interlocal Agreement requires the town to adopt an ordinance, similar to the King County landmarks ordinance (K.C.C. 20.62), establishing regulations and procedures for the designation of historic buildings, structures, objects, districts, sites, objects and archaeological sites as landmarks and for the protection of landmarks.  The town ordinance will further provide: 

· the King County Landmarks Commission shall have authority to designate and protect landmarks within the town.  

· the appointment of a special member to the King County Landmarks Commission representing the Town of Skykomish;  

· a provision for appeals from the decisions of the Commission pertaining to real property within the town limits shall be taken to the town council;
· provision  for penalties for violation of the certificate of appropriateness procedures (K.C.C. Chapter 20.62l080); and 

· provision that referral of building and other permit applications affecting in-town historic properties to the County Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) for review and comment.

The County is required to:

· Process landmark nomination applications and provide necessary planning, training and public information tasks for properties within the town;

· Process ‘Certificate of Appropriateness’ applications for properties within the town;

· Review and comment on building and other permit applications for historic properties within the town.

Compensation for Services:

· The town is to fully reimburse the County for the cost of providing these services, including overhead.  The County’s costs for labor are detailed in an attachment to the agreement.

Standard agreement language for indemnification, duration, termination, administration, and amendment is included in the agreement.   

The town has adopted an ordinance as provided above, substantially similar to the county’s landmarks ordinance; the town has additionally authorized the execution of the Interlocal agreement, and has named a person to participate on the county’s Landmarks Commission.

The attached fiscal note indicates that costs and reimbursement for future years are unknown; amounts will vary from year to year according to level of requested services.  
ATTACHMENTS   

1. Proposed Ordinance 2005-0337
Attachment A:  Interlocal Agreement for Landmark Services - Agreement between King County and the Town of Skykomish relating to Landmark Designation and Protection Services 


2. 2005-0337 Fiscal Note

INVITED:  

1. Julie Koler, King County Historic Preservation Officer
