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SUBJECT:  A briefing on 1811 Eastlake, the Downtown Emergency Services Center supportive housing project. 
BACKGROUND:  1811 Eastlake opened its doors in December 2005.  The Downtown Emergency Services Center (DESC) project provides supportive housing for 75 formerly homeless men and women living with chronic alcohol addiction.  1811 does not require residents to stop drinking in order to live in the facility, nor forbids residents from consuming alcohol in their rooms.  Residents benefit from 24-hour, seven days a week supportive services ranging from  state-licensed mental health and chemical dependency treatment to case management, on-site medical treatment and medication monitoring to weekly community building activities. 
SUMMARY: 
1811 Eastlake is the first housing program of its kind in Washington to use the innovative housing first model to address the needs of chronic homeless alcoholics.  It has been open for 18 months. DESC received a $400,000 grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to fund an evaluation of the first three years of 1811’s operation.  The University of Washington’s Addictive Behaviors Center Research Center is evaluating the first two years of outcomes, focusing on two areas: (1) the impact of 1811 on the utilization of crisis care and (2) impacts to quality of life, including effect on alcohol consumption and basic health.  An interim evaluation report will be available in the early fall of 2007.
In 1811’s first full year of operation (December 2005-December 2006), 101 individuals received housing.  Since January of 2007, there have been 26 tours of the facility by groups and government officials from across the United States as well international delegations from Australia, New Zealand and Canada. 
ATTENDEE:
· Bill Hobson, Executive Director, Downtown Emergency Services Center
ATTACHMENTS:

1. Seattle Post Intelligencer article “Is Letting Them Drink Working” by Kery Murakami 4/25/07

2. Seattle Times article “Fighting Crime, Addiction with Housing” by Tom Carr, 2/15/07
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