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SUBJECT

Council support for use of the North Lake Union dock site by the Center for Wooden Boats as a maritime heritage and water-related education and recreation resource

COUNCIL PRIORITIES
Proposed Ordinance 2010-0601 furthers the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Priority by providing support for review of environmental remediation concerns associated with public access to a regional waterfront resource. 
SUMMARY

This motion requires the Transit Division to undertake a study of the North Lake Union dock site for its potential to support a leasing arrangement with the Center for Wooden Boats for use as a maritime heritage facility.
BACKGROUND

The North Lake Union dock site, located on the northern end of Seattle’s Lake Union near the intersection of N. Northlake Way and N. Northlake Place, has been the subject of community and Council attention at various times in recent years, as discussions concerning sale of a portion of the site, use as a community center or for housing, use of the dock site as a ferry terminal, and other alternatives have surfaced.

In 2009, the City of Seattle approved a resolution which supported County efforts to maintain the site for public use and waterfront access; which called for a joint study to analyze the option of transferring the site to the Seattle Parks and Recreation Division, and, contingent upon such transfer, direction to the Seattle Parks and Recreation Division to negotiate a lease with the Center for Wooden Boats for their tenancy at the site.  

As a result of concerns about environmental conditions of the site, the City has not pursued the transfer.   

However, the location of the site and its water access values continue to drive local interest in its value as a community resource.  The Wallingford and Fremont neighborhood associations have supported the idea of a waterfront park at the site, including public meeting spaces.  The Seattle-King County Maritime Heritage Task Force has noted that there is a great need for a maritime heritage facility, including repair workshops for wooden boats and training facilities to teach sailing and maritime skills, and has identified the North Lake Union dock site for such a facility.  A 2004 Master Plan, prepared by the Transit Division of the Department of Transportation, identified a range of possible uses, from historic vessel repair to waterborne transit support facility.   

The Center for Wooden Boats remains a potential tenant for the site.  Possible public uses that would be available through the Center for Wooden Boats include sailing lessons, classes in woodworking and boatbuilding, seamanship classes, rental of sailboats and other watercraft, repair of historic wooden boats, and similar opportunities.  Use of the site for such purposes would support the public’s interest in the region’s maritime legacy and opportunities for water-related recreation and education, while keeping the site in public hands, consistent with expressed interest of the local community.

To accommodate such tenancy, issues related to environmental remediation and cleanup should be addressed, along with the potential for indemnification of a user for any legal exposure related to environmental contamination.   

Proposed Motion 2010-0601 provides for a study by the Transit Division of the potential for use of the site by the Center for Wooden Boats for maritime heritage activities, public recreation, boating access and similar activities.  The study would address

· The presence of environmental contaminants and appropriate limitations on public use;

· The levels of public recreation that the site could safely support in light of environmental damage

· Description of needed site remediation to accommodate public access

· The potential for leasing a portion of the site to the Center for Wooden Boats for public access and related maritime heritage programming

· Consideration of liability indemnification to such user

· Identification of potential funding partners.

AMENDMENT 
As a result of further communications with the Transit Division and the Center for Wooden Boats, potential refinements to the legislation have been developed.  The context of an environmental remediation project, with potential legal implications, suggests an approach to this issue that emphasizes continued discussions between the parties as a means to identify possibilities for maritime heritage use and public access, in the context of an environmentally challenged site.  Staff has prepared a striking amendment which would add language addressing the Council’s support for facilitated discussions between the parties, directed towards finding possible ways for use of the site by the Center for Wooden Boats, while acknowledging the complex environmental and legal context.  There is also a title amendment. 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2010-0601

2. Proposed striking amendment S1

3. Proposed title amendment T1
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