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SUBJECT

A briefing providing a quarterly update on matters concerning the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC).

SUMMARY

The briefing today on the Eastside Rail Corridor includes three items:

A. An update on King County’s activities related to the ERC Trail

Erica Jacobs, Special Project Manager for the ERC Trail, will provide an update on rail removal and interim trail construction between Kirkland and Renton, the status of the Wilburton Segment moving into the design phase, and other updates related to plans in the corridor.

B. An update on the ERC Regional Advisory Council (“RAC”)

Today’s briefing updates the Council on recent ERC RAC activities, including a brief summary of the topics discussed at the ERC RAC meeting on June 7, 2017 and efforts to reorganize the RAC through a Memorandum of Understanding (Proposed Motion 2017-0293). 

BACKGROUND 

Eastside Rail Corridor

The ERC is a 42-mile former rail line running from the City of Renton to the City of Snohomish and extending through the cities of Snohomish, Woodinville, Kirkland, Bellevue, Renton, and Redmond, and parts of unincorporated Snohomish and King Counties. In 2003, the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) announced its intention to divest itself of this rail corridor. In response, in 2009, a group of regional partners, including King County and the Port of Seattle, signed a Memorandum of Understanding that envisioned a regional effort to preserve the corridor for multiple uses (Ordinance 16738). To begin that regional effort, the Port of Seattle acquired BNSF’s interests in the corridor between Renton and Snohomish. The southern portions of the corridor (between Woodinville and Renton, and from Woodinville to Redmond) were railbanked.[footnoteRef:1] King County became the Interim Trail Sponsor[footnoteRef:2] of the 21-mile railbanked portion and purchased a multipurpose easement from the Port in the railbanked area (Ordinance 16084). King County’s wastewater treatment system includes facilities that run within and cross the ERC. [1:  Under the Federal National Trails Act, also known as the Rails to Trails Act, 16 U.S.C. §1247(d).]  [2:  As the Interim Trail User, the County is subject to legal obligations imposed by Section 8(d) of the Rails-to-Trails Act, 16 U.S.C. § 1247(d) and 49 C.F.R § 1152.29, as implemented through the Notices of Interim Trail Use (NITUs) for the various parts of the Corridor issued by the Surface Transportation Board (STB), and also the Trail Use Agreement entered into between BNSF and the County, and the STB-required Statement of Willingness to Accept Financial Responsibility (SWAFR). Pursuant to the Rails to Trails Act, all interim uses of railbanked corridors are subject to reactivation of potential interstate freight rail service.] 


The Port then sold its property interests in the railbanked portion of the corridor. Redmond purchased all of the Port’s interest in the 3.9 miles of the corridor within the city boundaries and subsequently became the trail sponsor for this segment. Puget Sound Energy purchased a utility easement along the entire corridor except within the Redmond-owned portion. Sound Transit purchased all of the Port’s remaining interest in roughly 1.1 miles of the corridor in Bellevue (called the “Sound Transit Mile,” the planned location of its East Link Wilburton Station), as well as high capacity transit easements on the remainder of the railbanked area. The City of Kirkland purchased the Port’s remaining interest in a 5.75 mile segment located largely within its boundaries.

On February 8, 2013, King County and the Port executed a purchase and sale agreement for King County to acquire all of the Port’s remaining interest in the remaining 15.6 miles of the railbanked area, as well as a 3.6-mile trail easement north of the railbanked area, between Woodinville and Brightwater (Ordinance 17503). In addition, the County continues to own its multipurpose easement in the areas of the ERC acquired by Kirkland and Sound Transit, comprising approximately 6.6 miles. In total King County owns property interests in approximately 25.8 miles of the ERC.

In 2015, the City of Woodinville purchased ownership of 2.6 miles of corridor within the active freight area between the northern terminus of King County’s ownership and the city limits. In 2016, Snohomish County purchased the remaining portion of active rail corridor between the Snohomish County line and the City of Snohomish.

The five entities that acquired the Port’s interests in the railbanked portion of the ERC (King County, Sound Transit, the City of Redmond, the City of Kirkland, and Puget Sound Energy) began planning collaboratively around a shared, multi-use vision for the corridor through a RAC (Motion 13801). In 2013, the RAC produced “Creating Connections,” a report containing the RAC recommendations on the ERC.  In 2017, the RAC reorganized to include King County, the City of Kirkland, the City of Redmond, City of Woodinville, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, the City of Bellevue, the City of Renton and the Eastside Greenway Alliance.

A. An update on King County’s activities related to the ERC Trail

In 2014, King County launched a trail master planning process for the railbanked ERC outside of Redmond, Kirkland, and the Sound Transit mile.  This planning process is designed to reflect the vision of the constituent owners that the ERC is a corridor of regional significance due to its potential to enhance mobility, utility infrastructure and recreation in the region.  The process is phased, with Phase 1 representing trail master-planning, funded by the King County Parks Levy. Due to the complexity of the project, Phase 1 has been broken down into two sub-phases, representing baseline inventory, analysis and feasibility in Phase 1A, and development of trail alignment alternatives, prototype designs and conceptual plans for crossings and connections in Phase 1B.

In February 2017, the Council approved the Trail Master Plan for the ERC Trail (Motion 14805). Next steps include Phase 2: Preliminary Design; Phase 3: Final Design; and Phase 4: Construction. Planning, designing and constructing the trail are expected to take several years, including the identification of funding.

Third Quarter 2017:  By late 2017, interim trail sections will open between the Cross Kirkland Corridor at 108th Avenue NE to Northup Way, where it connects to the SR 520 Trail, and from Gene Coulon Park to Newcastle Beach Park, where it connects on either end to the Lake Washington Loop Trail. Design is beginning for the Wilburton segment of the master planned trail this year and is expected to be completed in 2019. Public and stakeholder engagement will begin this year. Coordination efforts continue on the NE 8th Street crossing design, the Wilburton Gap over I-405, the Wilburton Trestle, trail connections near the Operations and Maintenance Facility-East that Sound Transit is constructing in the corridor, and a trail connection to the East Lake Sammamish Trail in Redmond in coordination with the light rail extension to Downtown Redmond.

B.  An update on the ERC RAC

At its June 7, 2017 meeting, the ERC Regional Advisory Council unanimously approved a draft memorandum of understanding restructure its governance structure and to add Snohomish County, Woodinville, Bellevue, Renton and the Eastside Greenway Alliance as members of the RAC. (Please see the staff report for Motion 2017-0293 for full details regarding the MOU.) The governing bodies of each RAC member are endeavoring to adopt the MOU before the RAC’s next meeting in September of 2017.

The RAC members also agreed to pursue a jointly funded professional branding effort for the corridor. The goal of the effort is to develop a name and visual identity for the corridor. The principal staff group is working to develop a request for proposal to be issued in September. The budget for the branding effort is $75,000 and the county’s portion would $25,000. King County Parks will fund this expenditure with existing resources.

INVITED

· Erica Jacobs, Special Projects Manager III, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
· David St. John, Government Relations Administrator, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

ATTACHMENT

1. Eastside Rail Corridor Trail Presentation dated July 19, 2017
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