Additional information about Proposed Ordinance 2022-0439—Interlocal Agreement with SCORE, Round 2
March 20, 2023

Attorney Client Communication removed from the responses below

Following is a second round of supplemental information to the staff report for PO 2022-0439.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The staff report can be found beginning on page 57 of your 3/21/2023 Council packet and the 1st round of supplemental information can be found attached to an email from Leah Krekel-Zoppi dated 3/17/2023.] 


8. Does the Council and/or the Executive have authority over who is eligible for bail?  Could the Council or Executive set up a bail fund to bail out people instead of having them go to SCORE?

Authority over who is eligible for bail lies with the judicial branch, based on parameters established in state law.  If the Council or Executive desired to establish a bail fund to bail out people in custody, such a program would need detailed legal review.

However, in the 2019-2020 Budget, King County included $400,000 for DCHS to contract with the Northwest Community Bail Fund (NCBF), a King County nonprofit organization that pays bail for indigent individuals, on the Community Bail Reform Pilot Project from July 2019 through December 2020.  The Council included a budget proviso asking for a report on performance outcomes of the contract.  The report was transmitted during COVID and allowed to lapse, likely due to the Council and Executive focusing on other priorities at the time.  The report is attached.

9. Who has authority over booking restrictions? Is that the Executive or the Judicial Branch? Do the COVID-era booking restrictions we have in place have affect the categories of charges eligible for SCORE transfer (C or non-violent B level felony)? 

The COVID era booking restrictions remain in place and have not been changed since they were implemented.  The proposed ILA with SCORE would impose the same booking restrictions for people categorized as “King County inmates.”

The Executive implemented the booking restrictions at King County adult detention facilities, as the Executive is in charge of secure detention operations in King County.  Authority to restrict bookings in the state of Washington is limited by state law requirements.

10. Does the Council and/or the Executive have authority to “release” people based on a “mental health crisis” determination? Even if so, would this action impact those being sent to SCORE?

The authority to either divert charges or release to programming for an individual based on mental health factors lies with prosecutors and judges, not the Council or Executive.  However, availability of community programs to support people experiencing mental health crises is an important factor in whether and how many people can be diverted from prosecution or ordered to programming in lieu of detention.  Therefore, the Executive and Council can play a role in helping fund expansion of behavioral health resources in the community.

It is correct, however, that the county intends to contract with SCORE to house people who do not have serious mental or physical health issues.  Indirectly, if people experiencing mental health crises were not in detention at KCCF, that would free up space in the King County adult detention system for the type of low-level, healthy people anticipated to be housed at SCORE.

11. What self-harm prevention training is provided at SCORE?

SCORE provided the attached list of training that officers receive at the Washington Criminal Justice Training Commission academy, and highlighted trainings they believe are relevant to reducing self-harm and preventing unexpected deaths.  They have also provided a list of additional in-service training this year, below, but noted that it is not all-inclusive:

•	Emergency Plan/Fire Safety                    
•	Suicide Prevention                                    
•	Mental Health Training                             
•	First Aid                                                        
•	Crisis Intervention/De-Escalation            
•	Fentanyl & Opioid Training                       
•	Narcan Spray                                               
•	Classifications Training                             
•	Communication Review                            
•	Pat & Transgender Searches                    
•	Withdrawals (Opioid/Alcohol)                 
•	Blood Borne Pathogens                            
•	Review - Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) and Sexual Orientation Gender Identification and Expression (SOGIE)

