Transportation – 2010 Legislative Update


	
	Bill Number
	Topic
	Action
	Status
	Significance to County

	1a.
	SB 6392
	Revenue Generated from Tolling the SR 520 Corridor
	Amends SR 520 tolling law to provide that toll-backed bonds may be used for any project in the SR 520 bridge replacement and high occupancy vehicle (“HOV”) program.  $200 million in bond proceeds must be used only for the west side of the corridor and may be used for effective HOV/transit connections.

The corridor program must adhere to the $4.65 billion cost cap and 2014 opening date for the new bridge, and must keep savings within the corridor.  Within these constraints, the corridor program must provide:

1. HOV 3+ carpool occupancy

2. HOV lane performance standards

3. A work group to study alternative transit connections to the University Link light rail line

4. A work group to recommend planning and funding options for high capacity transit on the corridor

5. A mitigation plan for the Arboretum

6. A work group to recommend refinements to the state’s preferred alternative design

7. An account, dedicated to corridor projects, for deposit of civil penalties imposed on drivers who fail to pay tolls.

	Signed/Partial Veto

The governor vetoed:

Section 1, expressing legislative intent, and 

Section 3, setting a 20-foot maximum height on the floating bridge part of the project.
	Potentially affects Metro Transit and Sound Transit operations and facilities along and adjacent to the corridor.

Requires Metro Transit to participate in the work group to study alternative transit connections to the University Link light rail line.  Seattle must convene this group by July 1, 2010 and submit recommendations by October 1, 2010 or WSDOT must convene the group and submit recommendations by November 30, 2010.

Requires Sound Transit and Metro Transit and to participate in the work group to recommend options for planning and financing high-capacity transit on the corridor.  WSDOT convenes this work group, which must submit recommendations by January 1, 2011.

The HOV 3+ and HOV lane performance standards will clearly affect Metro Transit operations on the corridor, potentially allowing more efficient performance and schedule adherence by limiting traffic volume in the HOV lanes.

Metro Transit operations could be affected by other provisions, including design alternatives and Arboretum mitigation recommendations.

	1b.
	SB 6499
	Administration, Collection, Use, and Enforcement of Tolls
	Requires the Washington State Department of Transportation (“WSDOT”) to administer the enforcement of toll collections on the Tacoma Narrows Bridge (new span) and the SR 520 Bridge, where tolling is expected to begin in 2011.  Failure to pay a toll detected through a photo toll system is defined as a civil penalty with a $40 fine; customers have 80 days to pay the toll before it becomes a civil penalty.

WSDOT must: 

1. Develop an adjudication process to review civil penalties;

2. Conduct outreach and education on tolling at least six months before electronic tolling begins on a corridor.

	Signed
	Eliminates the King County District Court’s involvement in SR 520 toll collection, because it establishes a toll administration process within WSDOT rather than the local court system.



	2
	HB 2855
	Providing Financing Options for the Operations and Capital Needs of Transit Agencies
	Striking amendment prepared by sponsor (Rep. Liias) would authorize Metro Transit and Pierce/Snohomish transit agencies to seek voter approval of a vehicle license fee (“VLF”) up to $50, through June 30, 2015.  This VLF added to any VLF levied by Transportation Benefit District cannot exceed $100.

	No action
	Would have given Metro Transit the option of seeking voter approval of a VLF of up to $50 (raising an estimated $165 million per year countywide).  VLF authority would have expired on June 30, 2015.

	3
	HB 2179
	Authorizing Cities to Provide and Contract for Supplemental Transportation Improvements

The bill was requested by the City of Bellevue.


	Allows King County cities to fund supplemental public transportation service in addition to service provided by Metro Transit, Sound Transit, and other transit agencies.  If a city participates in a multi-city Transportation Benefit District (“TBD”), it can petition the TBD for partial or full funding of this public transportation service.  Supplemental service can be provided by private contractors, non-profit organizations, or public-private partnerships.  Public transit agencies must coordinate their service with any city-provided supplemental transit service.

	Signed 


	· Requires Metro Transit to cooperate with any city that chooses to establish its own supplemental public transportation service.  
· It is unclear how soon any King County city may exercise the authority to provide supplemental transit service.  Coordination with a city could result in changes to Metro Transit bus service and Sound Transit Regional Express bus service.  



	4
	SB 6381
	Transportation Funding and Appropriations


	The Governor vetoed section 221(13), which would have required WSDOT to establish a pilot project for the rest of the 2009-2011 biennium to allow certain private transportation providers to use high-occupancy vehicle (“HOV”) lanes, transit-only lanes, and park-and-ride lots.  Transit agencies and local jurisdictions would have to create a process to receive applications for the reasonable use of these facilities.  A transit agency could lose state grants if a private transportation provider could demonstrate that the agency failed to consider an application in good faith.

	Signed/ Partial Veto
	· Transit Division and other transit agencies would have been affected by the vetoed pilot project.  
· Additional HOV lane traffic could increase bus travel time and reduce schedule predictability.  
· Private access to park-and-rides could affect rider access to parking.  
· Compliance with the state law could risk access to Federal Transit Administration (“FTA”) funds and failure to comply with the state law could risk access to state grant funds.



	5
	HB 1591
	Use of Certain Transportation Benefit District Funds


	Modifies TBD authorizing legislation to clarify that a TBD can fund a project that is contained in the transportation plan of a city or county.

Modifies existing authority for a TBD to collect a voter-approved sales tax of up to .2%.  Duration now limited to 10 years.  Changed to allow collection for more than 10 years if revenues are dedicated to debt repayment.
	Signed
	The recently-established King County TBD has an attached project list that only includes projects explicitly mentioned in the Puget Sound Regional Council (“PSRC”) transportation plan.  This law clarifies that projects in the County’s transportation plan are eligible for TBD funding even if they are not listed in the PSRC regional plan.  Thus, the King County TBD could choose amend its project list.

Any TBD seeking voter approval of a sales tax of up to .2% could impose the tax for more than 10 years to repay debt.


	6
	SB 6209
	Allowing County Road Funds to be used for Park and Ride Lots
	Adds “park-and-ride lots” to the list of eligible uses of County Road funds.
	Signed
	Clarifies that counties can use Road Fund moneys for park-and-ride lots.  Not likely to affect King County given the County’s road funding shortfall. 


	7
	SB 6271
	Annexations by Cities and Code Cities Located Within the Boundaries of a Regional Transit Authority
	Provides that when an area outside the Sound Transit District annexes to a city located within the District, the annexed area automatically becomes part of the District.

	Signed
	No direct impact on County government.  Some areas of King County may automatically become part of the Sound Transit District when they annex to certain cities.

	8
	SB 6279
	Clarifying Regional Transit Authority Facilities as regional facilities
	For Growth Management Act planning purposes, specifically identifies regional transit authority facilities as essential public facilities.

	Signed
	No direct impact on King County.  Could affect Sound Transit facility location choices.

	9
	SB 6774
	Concerning Transportation Benefit Districts
	For a Transportation Benefit District with boundaries identical to those of the metropolitan planning organization (“MPO”) serving the TBD, the governing body of the MPO may serve as the governing body of the TBD.

	Signed
	No direct impact on County government.  Unlikely that a four-county TBD (King, Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish) would be created with boundaries identical to those of the Puget Sound Regional Council.
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