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SUBJECT

A briefing on a letter drafted at the request of the Regional Water Quality Committee requesting the Executive prioritize the update to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan. 

SUMMARY

The Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP) was adopted by the King County Council in 1999. The RWSP provides policy guidance for the operation and further development of the wastewater system, its capital improvement program and, as necessary, the development of subsequent policies through the year 2030. Many of the projects outlined in the RWSP have been completed, are underway, or are planned for the future The attached letter requests the Executive prioritize the development of an update to the RWSP.

BACKGROUND

Regional Wastewater Services Plan.  In the 1990s, flow estimates based on projected population growth estimates in King County’s wastewater service area indicated that King County’s regional wastewater treatment system would run out of capacity by 2010. To ensure the capacity for high quality wastewater treatment services in the future, King County carried out an intensive planning and public outreach effort to develop a Regional Wastewater Services Plan. In 1999 the King County Council adopted the Regional Wastewater Services Plan (RWSP). (The RWSP is codified in King County Code 28.86. See Attachment 1.) The RWSP provides policy guidance for the operation and further development of the wastewater system, its capital improvement program and, as necessary, the development of subsequent policies through the year 2030. 

Since its adoption on 1999, the RWSP has been amended by ordinance. Table 1 shows the ordinances amending the RWSP by year. 



Table 1 
Amendments to the Regional Wastewater Services Plan

	Year
	Ordinance Number
	Topic

	2001
	14219
	Added financial policies related to capacity charge.

	2003
	14712
	Odor control policies 

	2004
	14941
	Productivity initiative 

	2006
	15602
	RWSP Update

	2006
	15384
	Reporting Requirement in RWSP

	2008
	16033
	Conveyance system policies

	2012
	17480
	Updated requirements for comprehensive review of RWSP

	2012
	17492
	Revised financial policy for addressing debt financing 

	2013 
	15787 
	Combined sewer overflow policy updates 

	2020
	19153
	Capacity charge changes

	2022
	19403
	Deferred the next scheduled update of the capacity charge


 
RWSP Reporting. As required in KCC 28.86.165, WTD prepared annual Regional Wastewater Services Plan reports. The last report was transmitted in 2017[footnoteRef:1] and notes that many of the projects outlined in the RWSP have been completed, are underway, or are planned for the future. In anticipation of the “Clean Water Plan” planning effort, the RWSP 2017 Annual Report was the final RWSP annual report. KCC 28.86.165 also requires a comprehensive review of the RWSP and such reviews were prepared in 2006 and 2013. [1:  King County Regional Wastewater Services Plan - King County, Washington] 


The Operational Master Plan. An operational master plan (OMP) was also adopted by the Council in 1999.[footnoteRef:2] The OMP explains how King County will implement the RWSP. The OMP is also required to be updated on a regular basis in conjunction with policy revisions to the RWSP.  [2:  Final Adopted RWSP Operational Master Plan] 


Clean Water Plan Planning Effort Launched.  In late 2018 the Department of Natural Resources launched a planning effort titled, “Clean Water Plan.” This plan was intended to serve as a wastewater comprehensive plan that would ultimately result in an update or replacement of the adopted RWSP. However, unlike the RWSP, the Clean Water Plan planning process included discussion of issues outside of the jurisdiction of the wastewater treatment division which impact regional water quality. 

The CWP process involved five steps as illustrated below[footnoteRef:3]: [3:  Graphic from Wastewater Treatment Division Clean Water Plan] 
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The Clean Water Plan planning team convened many workshops for the public and briefings to RWQC. In addition, in 2019 King County chartered a Clean Water Plan Advisory Group with 16 members affiliated with a range of entities – including water and wastewater utilities, a regulatory agency, business, industry, public health, academia, environmental groups, and equity and social justice advocacy. The advisory group met 11 times from May 2019 through October 2021. King County also met regularly with Community Based Organizations and elected officials. 

King County Auditor’s Management Letter[footnoteRef:4]. The King County Auditor’s Office published a management letter on September 30, 2021 and found that some strategies included in the CWP may not be viable under current and potential future regulations. Additionally, the auditor noted a lack of transparency in the presentation of costs and benefits at the action level rather than at the project level.  [4:  https://kingcounty.gov/en/legacy/depts/auditor/auditor-reports/cpo/clean-water-plan.aspx] 


Clean Water Plan Paused. In November 2021, after hearing dissatisfaction with and frustration with both the substance of the Clean Water Plan and the planning process, WTD paused the development of the Clean Water Plan to fully consider the feedback received and to develop improvements that respond to that feedback. The pause also recognized the regulatory uncertainty related to the nutrients general permit and the combined sewer overflow consent decree. The County is nearing completion on negotiating a modified consent decree although the nutrients permit is still in litigation.

RWQC Requests Letter to Executive to Prioritize RWSP Update.  At the November 1, 2023 RWQC meeting, the committee requested staff develop a letter for the committee’s review requesting the Executive prioritize updating the RWSP. The attached letter has been prepared for the committee’s review. If the committee approves the letter, an electronic version of the letter will be sent to RWQC members for signature and it will then be sent to the Executive. 

INVITED

· Kamuron Gurol, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. Draft letter to Executive
2. Regional Wastewater Services Plan King County Code 28.86.010 through 28.86.200

image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.png




image7.png




image8.png
| )




image9.png




image10.png




image11.png




image12.png




image13.png




image14.png




image15.png




image16.png




image17.png




image18.png




image19.png




image20.png




image21.png




image22.png




image23.png




image24.png




image25.png




image26.png




image27.png




image28.png




image29.png




image30.png




image31.png




image32.png




image33.png




image34.png




image35.png




image36.png




image37.png




image38.png




image39.png




image40.png
| )




image41.png




image42.png




image43.png




image44.png




image45.png




image46.png




image47.png




image48.png




image49.png




image50.png




image51.png




image52.png




image53.png




image54.png




image55.png




image56.png




image57.png




image58.png




image59.png




image60.png




image61.png




image62.png




image63.png




image64.png




image1.png




image2.png




image65.png
kil

King County




