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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	5 and 6
	DATE:
	March 21, 2002

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0007 and -0009
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:
Proposed Motions 2002-0007 and 2002-0009 approve the Executive’s re-appointments 
of Judge Walter E. Webster and Paul R. Cressman to the Musuem of Flight 
Authority Board. 
BACKGROUND:   

The Museum of Flight opened in 1983 in the historic Red Barn, the Boeing Company’s original manufacturing plant built in 1909. The museum is located on the site of Seattle’s first powered airplane flight in 1910 which is now the southwest corner of the King County International Airport. In 1985, King County created the Museum of Flight Authority, a public development authority (PDA), to facilitate financing the museum’s Great Gallery which opened in 1987. At the same time, the Authority assumed ownership of the museum property which was transferred to the PDA by King County.
The Museum of Flight Authority is governed by a seven-member board responsible for managing the museum property and financing capital improvements including repayment of a $2 million loan made by King County in 1993 for construction of the museum’s restaurant and meeting rooms.  The Authority is currently working on financing a $140 million expansion project that will triple the current square footage of display, storage and education space. 
Under the Charter of the Authority Board, board members serve three-year terms and are appointed as follows:


• 3 members appointed by the Executive to serve at-large;


• 3 members appointed by the Executive from nominations by the Foundation Board of Trustees;


• 1 member appointed by the Executive from nominations by the Authority Board.

The Museum of Flight Foundation, the “sister board” to the Authority Board, is responsible for fundraising and the operation of the museum. The Museum of Flight Foundation has received three cultural resource grants from King County; 
· $200,000 in 2001 from the Regional Facilities Program for the current major expansion project; 
· $20,000 in 1998 from the Cultural Facilities Program toward renovating the historic Red Barn; and 
· $170,000 in 1995, from the Arts and Natural Resources Initiative, to support the museum’s $1 million Air Traffic Control Tower Exhibit. The exhibit, which opened in March 1997, is a full-scale and functional replica of an air traffic control tower, constructed adjacent to the museum on East Marginal Way. 
CANDIDATES FOR RE-APPOINTMENT TO THE MUSEUM OF FLIGHT AUTHORITY BOARD
2002-0007:  ~ Judge Walter E. Webster is recently retired from the Washington State Court of Appeals and is currently serving pro tem.  He has been flying since the age of 14 and has owned several single-engine planes.  He holds a private pilot’s license and estimates having logged approximately 3,000 hours.  He lives in Bellevue in Council District 6 and is being re-appointed to a three-year term expiring December 31, 2004.

2002-0009: ~ Paul R. Cressman a senior partner with the law firm Short Cressman & Burgess in Seattle where he has worked since 1949.  He resides on Mercer Island in Council District 6 and being re-appointed to a three-year term expiring December 31, 2004.

ATTENDING:

Richard Beckerman, Vice President, Facilities Operations and Chief Operating Officer, Museum of Flight
ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Proposed Motion 2002-0007 with attachments
2.  Proposed Motion 2002-0009 with attachments

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only. 
