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SUBJECT

WaterWorks water quality grant award recommendations proposed by the Executive.

SUMMARY

In 2015 and 2016, the Council approved two ordinances that established a process and grant review criteria, for water quality grant awards under the county’s WaterWorks Grants program.  In July of 2016, the Council approved an initial round of grant awards, as recommended by the Grants Ranking Committee (Ordinance 18324).  Proposed Motion 2016-0459, currently before the Council, recommends a second round of awards, based on review by the Grants Ranking Committee.  

BACKGROUND 

The King County water quality grants program, now known as WaterWorks Grants, was renewed recently after an extended legal process that confirmed the eligibility of wastewater revenues for water quality grant purposes.   Ordinances 18031, amended in 2016 by Ordinance 18261, established a process and criteria for the grants.  To be eligible, a project must:

· Create a benefit to or improvement of water quality within the County Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) service area and benefit its ratepayers; and   
· Demonstrate that water quality benefits are related to WTD’s regional water quality responsibilities. 

Non-profit groups, cities, counties, special purpose districts, and tribes, as well as entities such as private businesses that are partnered with an otherwise-eligible entity, are eligible to receive funding, following a competitive review process.

The Council may annually adopt a motion establishing priorities for the subsequent grant application cycle; the Council is to seek comments from the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) on such a proposed motion.

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking committee includes one technical specialist, three positions representing the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (“MWPAAC”), and nine positions representing Council districts, recommended to the Executive by Councilmembers.  Committee members are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by Council.  The Grant Ranking Committee reviews, ranks and recommends projects.  Recommendations are to be based upon the above-specified criteria, the ability of the project to demonstrate water quality benefits, and implementation strength.  

Following development of recommendations, the County Executive is to confirm or adjust the project list, and transmit to Council for consideration.  

ANALYSIS

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee met on multiple occasions in 2016 to review applications and recommend proposals for water quality project funding.  Proposed Ordinance 2016-0459 would approve the recommendations of the Grant Ranking Committee as Round 2 of the Waterworks Grants for the current year.  The transmittal is accompanied by a memorandum that lists the projects, including applicant, project amount, project title, proposed funding, project ranking, short project description and water quality benefit.

Recommended project awards range from $25,000 to $250,000. The total proposed allocation amounts to approximately $850,000 for the current round.  Projects include:


· YMCA of Greater Seattle – Earth Service Corps
· Youth in Action: Stewardship, Education, and Leadership--$33,200

· IslandWood
· Community Waters – Connecting Stormwater Curriculum to Local Watersheds--$250,000

· Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust
· Greenway Education Project--$25,000

· City of Redmond 
· Street Sweeping for Water Quality--$64,000

· Environmental Coalition of South Seattle (ECOSS)
· Environmental Stewards Program--$55,000

· Sustainability Ambassadors (Sustainable Seattle)
· Green/Duwamish Project Design Lab--$89,969

· Seattle Tilth Association
· The Watershed Stewards Project--$50,000

· University of Washington Bothell
· Investigation on Use of Mycoremediation to Reduce Loading of Pathogenic Bacteria to North Creek--$45,903

· City of Seattle, Seattle Public Utilities
· Bioretention to Underground Injection Control Well Water Quality Monitoring--$94,200

· City of Bellevue
· Kelsey Creek Stormwater Quality Retrofit--$100,000

· Salmon-Safe
· Salmon-Safe Sammamish--$42,728

Total					$849,994


Council approval of Proposed Ordinance 2016-0459 would authorize funding for the identified projects, which are more fully described in the WaterWorks Grant Recommendations Round 2 Memorandum, transmitted with the Proposed Ordinance. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2016-0459
2. WaterWorks Grant Recommendations-Round 2 Memorandum 
3. Transmittal Letter dated September 7, 2016
4. Fiscal Note
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