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SUBJECT

Briefing on the Status of the Prosecutor's Car Theft Initiative.
SUMMARY
In 2005, the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office established an initiative to address rising rates of auto theft in King County.  The initiative created dedicated prosecutors who work with law enforcement in a coordinated manner to target high profile auto thieves.  The initiative has been very successful—more than halving the number of stolen vehicles since 2005.  Representatives of the prosecutor’s office are here today to brief the committee on the initiative.
BACKGROUND
The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office is responsible for the prosecution of all felony and juvenile criminal offenses in the county and for all misdemeanor cases generated in the unincorporated parts of the county.  In addition, the prosecutor represents the county in several civil law areas, including employment law, torts, contracts, and land use.  For criminal cases, the prosecutor works with law enforcement to complete investigations, review arrests, make filing decisions as to what charges should be filed, and is responsible for the prosecution through final adjudication of defendants on those charges.  In 2009, law enforcement agencies referred 10,417 cases to the prosecutor’s office and 6,457 felonies were filed.
Prosecutor’s Car Theft Initiative (CTI).  In 2005, a record number of 19,930 stolen cars were reported in King County – an increase of 61.5% over the previous ten years.  The trend in auto theft was affecting all parts of King County.  In order to target auto theft in hopes of decreasing this crime, the prosecutor’s office started a new initiative that allowed it to work in coordinated and focused way with law enforcement to end the rising number of car thefts.  The prosecutor redirected some of its existing resources to establish this initiative to more aggressively prosecute this crime and asked for new resources as part of the 2006 budget.

As part of the initiative, three deputy prosecuting attorneys were assigned to lead the prosecution of these crimes.  A dedicated deputy was be assigned to each felony courthouse in King County – Seattle, Kent, and Juvenile Court.  The dedicated initiative deputies have worked with law enforcement to get more auto theft cases filed on an expedited basis and also target repeat or serial offenders.  In addition, the prosecutor reports that it has been working closely with law enforcement agencies in King County to assist in their investigation of this crime.  Law enforcement, in response to the prosecutor’s initiatives, have established the Auto Theft Tactical Analysis Center of King County (ATTACK Center), where detectives from around the county contributed information that allow for detailed crime analysis and a focus on the most prolific thieves in our region.  
Car thefts in King County have declined 54% since the inception of the initiative dropping from 19,930 reported auto thefts in 2005, to 9,435 reported thefts in 2009.  In 2005, just before the initiative was started, King County ranked 6th in the nation for auto theft.  In contrast, the National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) reported that, for 2009, the Seattle-King County metropolitan region ranked 37 out of 366 regions for number of stolen cars. Furthermore, in 2005 the NICB reported that there were approximately 17,700 reported car theft insurance claims in King County.  In 2009, that number fell to 7,700.  That means that there were 10,000 fewer stolen car claims in 2009 than there had been in 2005.  Using the National Insurance Institute's average claim for loss of $8,600 per stolen vehicle, this decrease reflects a savings of over $80 million dollars to King County insurers in comparison to the period before the initiative concentrated resources on this problem.  
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