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July 25, 2012
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
This letter transmits an ordinance authorizing King County to lease from the City of Auburn (Auburn) its existing municipal court facility at the Auburn Justice Center.  This lease facilitates the provision of court services by King County District Court to Auburn pursuant to the Interlocal Agreement for Provision of District Court Services between King County and cities (Agreement) authorized by King County Ordinance 15380 in 2006.  King County has been providing court services to 12 cities through this Agreement since 2006.
The new partnership with Auburn builds on the District Court’s successful provision of court services for cities and unincorporated County residents and improves the economies of scale that already exist for the County and cities.  Expanding the number of city partners in the District Court system is consistent with the goals of the King County Strategic Plan Financial Stewardship Strategy 1.b, “Work with cities to identify opportunities to provide services more efficiently, such as contracting.”
Additionally, expanding services to new cities supports the District Court’s mission to be the preferred forum in King County for the resolution of all cases of limited jurisdiction.  Utilizing the existing Auburn court facility for the contracted services provides a cost effective solution for the County and our city partners.  

The proposed lease will allow the District Court to operate from the existing Auburn Justice Center at no cost to the County.  Auburn is the first city to join the Agreement since 2006. The Auburn City Council has approved the lease.     

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This legislation will improve the economies of scale for providing court services for the County and the cities that are party to the Agreement. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division, Department of Executive Services, at 206-296-0630.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff
  Patrick Hamacher, Senior Principal Legislative Analyst
  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


The Honorable Corinna Harn, Presiding Judge, King County District Court

Patricia Kohler, Director, King County District Court

Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, King County Executive Office (KCEO)


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, KCEO


Diane Carlson, Director of Regional Initiatives, KCEO
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget
Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 
    Services (DES)
Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division (FMD), DES

Steve Salyer, Manager, Real Estate Services Section, FMD, (DES)

