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July 19, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

I am pleased to transmit the attached motion acknowledging that the Evergreen Forest Trust’s acquisition, management, and use of the Snoqualmie Forest in King County will help lessen the burdens of King County government.  I ask for your consideration and approval of this request.

This motion will help secure IRS approval of the Evergreen Forest at Snoqualmie project.  As you know, I have long been a supporter of this project and what it will do to implement regional growth management goals for future generations in King County.  This creative initiative will prevent nearly 100,000 acres of land from ever being converted to sprawling residential use.  Continued sustainable harvesting of timber on the Snoqualmie Forest will eliminate the threat of conversion to residential uses, provide jobs and a long-term source of timber for the Northwest.  The land will remain on the tax rolls and timber taxes will continue to be paid to the State.  The forest will provide a green-belt protected forever from development, a home for fish, wildlife and plants, and recreational and educational opportunities for present and future generations.  It is a win-win for everyone.

I thank Councilmembers Larry Phillips and Rob McKenna for the leadership they have provided on the Evergreen Forest Trust Board in making this project possible.  I look forward to your support, and urge swift Council action on this innovative conservation initiative.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

Ethan Raup, Deputy Chief of Staff, County Executive Office

Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget

Ray Moser, Acting Director, Office of Regional Policy & Planning (ORPP)

Mark Sollitto, Senior Policy Analyst, ORPP

