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SUBJECT:  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0437 adopting Initiative 24.


Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 calling for a special election for Initiative 24.
SUMMARY:

A county initiative to create a citizen councilor network, Initiative 24, has been proposed by county citizens and has been certified to be placed on the November ballot.  Initiative 24 would establish an office of citizen councilor in the auditor’s office.  On September 4, 2007, the Committee of the Whole discussed Initiative 24 (Proposed Ordinance 2007-0437) and a related ordinance (Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438), the initiative process and timeline.  
Today’s special Council meeting agenda lists the Initiative 24 proposed ordinance and aproposed ordinance calling for a special election for Initiative 24.  Council has two options:
1. Adopt the Initiative 24 ordinance.  If Proposed Ordinance 2007-0437 is adopted, Initiative 24 would become law and it would not go on the November ballot.  At its September 4, 2007 meeting, the Committee of the Whole voted to forward Proposed Ordinance 2007-0437 to the full Council with a “do pass” recommendation.  The vote was five ayes, two nos and two excused.  
2. Adopt an ordinance placing Initiative 24 on the November 6, 2007 ballot or take no action.  If Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 is adopted, Initiative 24 would be placed on the November 6, 2007 ballot.  Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 resides in the Committee of the Whole.  Therefore, discussion and possible action of Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 is subject to a motion to relieve the committee of further consideration. 

Council would need to act on Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 today for the proposed ordinance, explanatory and pro and con statements to be included in the state and local November 2007 voters’ pamphlet.  If Council acts on Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 after today, Initiative 24 information would be included in a separate voters’ pamphlet at an additional cost of about $110,000.  If the Council takes no action by September 17, 2007, the initiative will be placed on the November 2007 ballot. 

Proposed Amendment:
There is a proposed amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 attached to this staff report that would add a declaration of emergency.  Council needs to act on Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 by today for the initiative proposed ordinance, explanatory and pro and con statements to be included in the November 2007 voters’ pamphlet.  Otherwise, Initiative 24 information would be included in a separate voter’s pamphlet at an additional cost of about $110,000.   Declaration of an emergency would make Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 effective when adopted by Council, thereby, meeting the September 7, 2007 deadline.  A title amendment is also attached.

Attachments:

1. Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 declaring an emergency.

2. Title Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2007-0438 declaring an emergency.
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