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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole
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SUBJECT

An ordinance establishing November 5, 2019 as the date of an election on the question of creating a public hospital district on Vashon-Maury Island.

SUMMARY

On April 22, 2019 a petition for the formation of a new public hospital district was filled with the King County director of elections. 

The signatures on the petition were certified by the director of elections as compliant with RCW 70.44.020 and is included as attachment 3 to this staff report.


BACKGROUND 

State law provides for the formation of hospital districts within an area encompassing less than the entirety of a County. Three public hospital districts currently exist in King County including King County Hospital District #1 (Valley Medical Center in Renton), King County Hospital District #2 (EvergreenHealth in Kirkland) and King County Hospital District #4 (Snoqualmie Valley Hospital in Snoqualmie).

Hospital districts may purchase or lease land to provide health care facilities within the boundaries of its jurisdiction and may incur debt and issues bonds. Hospital districts are junior taxing districts and may assess a property tax at a rate not to exceed 50 cents per thousand dollars of assessed valuation with a majority vote of its commissioners and may assess an additional property tax at a rate not to exceed 25 cents per thousand dollars of assessed valuation with a majority vote of the people. (RCW 70.44.060)

On April 22, 2019 a petition for the formation of a new public hospital district on Vashon-Maury Island was filled with the King County director of elections. 

The 761 signatures on the petition were certified by the director of elections as compliant with RCW 70.44.020 and the petition is included as attachment3 to this staff report.

ANALYSIS

To create a new hospital district within an area that is less than the entirety of a county, state law requires that no less than ten percent of the voters of the proposed district who voted in the last general election must sign a petition to the board of county commissioners to create the boundaries of the proposed district and set an election date. According to the King County Director of Elections, 7,619 people from Vashon-Maury Island voted in the 2018 general election meaning 761 valid signatures are required to meet this threshold. 

In King County, the signatures on the petition must first be certified by the King County director of elections and then submitted to the King County Council to confirm that the boundaries of the district are described accurately and do not in include any parcels outside of the proposed district. 

The provisions of the state law relating to the creation of hospital districts require the council to set a date for an election and limit the authority for amendments by the council to the removal of “any lands that have been unjustly or improperly included within the proposed public hospital district (RCWs 70.44.020-.030).

After consulting with the King County Assessor’s office, legal counsel and the motion’s sponsor, council staff found that simpler property boundary description is used for the Vashon Park District which encompasses the exact same geographic area as the proposed hospital district. 


AMENDMENT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Amendment S1 inserts the date of the public hearing for the petition and inserts the dates that the petition was advertised in the Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber. Amendment S1 also updates the property description to make the description used for the Vashon Park District which encompasses the exact same geographic area as the proposed hospital district.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2019-0228
2. Amendment S1
3. Certificate of Sufficiency
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