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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the Soos Creek Water & Sewer District Sewer Comprehensive Plan


SUMMARY

Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2014-0155 would approve the Soos Creek Water & Sewer District Sewer Comprehensive Plan meeting the requirement for a water and sewer district to operate in unincorporated King County.  


BACKGROUND

The Soos Creek Water and Sewer District (“the District”) owns and operates a municipal sewer system that serves areas within seven jurisdictions in south King County including unincorporated King County.  The District holds two franchises with the County for sewer facilities.

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all  water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

King County Comprehensive Plan wastewater policies F-214, and F-255 through F-264 call for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, and protection of water resources. 

UTRC ANALYSIS OF SOOS CREEK WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT SEWER COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan on February 26, 2014.  The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area:  The service area for the District encompasses approximately 35 miles in south King County that includes areas in the jurisdictions of King County, City of Auburn, City of Black Diamond, City of Covington, City of Kent, City of Maple Valley and City of Renton.  The water system provides service to an area that is 1.3 square miles.  The District provides service to a population of approximately 92,500 people.  The District’s planning area is bounded by adjacent jurisdictions and the urban growth boundary.  The District’s service area is not expected to change significantly in the future.

Facilities:  The District’s system consists of approximately 483 miles of gravity sewer, 32 miles of force mains, and 29 lift stations.  The District’s wastewater is treated at King County’s Renton treatment facility.  Wastewater leaves the District at 19 locations with 11 discharge connections to the Cedar River Water & Sewer District, three to Renton, one to Kent, and four directly to King County trunk lines.

Growth:  The District used future growth projections provided by the Puget Sound Regional Council to determine future sewer system requirements.  Population within the District planning area is projected to grow from 92,500 presently to 127,036 in 2040.  Based on projected population, household, and employment growth within the District, the District has determined that the system is not expected to reach ultimate build-out prior to 2040.

System Improvements:  The Plan contains a capital improvement plan with an estimated cost of $88,938,000 in sewer capital projects.  Of this, approximately $59,941,000 is recommended to be implemented within the next 10 years, with the remaining projects to be implemented after that period.  The District identified funding sources for the proposed improvement projects which include rates, general facilities charges, and bond proceeds.  Capital improvement projects include pipe replacements and upgrades, and lift station replacements and upgrades.

SEPA:  The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and issued a determination of non-significance for the Plan on February 6, 2013. There were no appeals.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2014-0155 with attachments.
2. Transmittal letter dated March 21, 2014
3. Fiscal note
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