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November 6, 2013
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:
I am pleased to present the enclosed motion for the King County Council’s approval confirming Adrienne E. Quinn as the Director of the King County Department of Community and Human Services.
Ms. Quinn comes to the County from the Medina Foundation in Seattle, where as Executive Director she led strategic initiatives to build nonprofit capacity and improve services for vulnerable populations.  Ms. Quinn was instrumental in working with human service providers in homeless housing, domestic violence programs, food distribution systems, and youth development programs in 14 counties in western Washington, including King County.
Prior to the Medina Foundation, Ms. Quinn served as Vice President for public policy and government relations for Enterprise Community Partners in Washington, D.C.  She researched, developed, and advocated for federal policy initiatives on issues related to affordable housing, community development, homelessness, and self-sufficiency, including housing policy, community development, the Community Reinvestment Act, the future of Government Sponsored Enterprises (Fannie Mae/Freddie Mac), foreclosure interventions, housing tax and finance, and the Administration’s place-based initiatives such as Sustainable Communities and Choice Neighborhoods.
As Director of the City of Seattle's Office of Housing, Ms. Quinn managed a department of 43 staff with a $45 million budget.  She successfully managed the Office of Housing’s $40 million annual grant and loan programs making grants and loans ranging from $5,000 to over $6 million to local nonprofit organizations.  She co-chaired and managed administration of the Gates Foundation’s $40 million Sound Families Initiative, which provided funding for housing and services for 1,500 families in a three county area.  Ms. Quinn developed housing 
policy initiatives for the Mayor and City Council and managed programs including: multi-family lending; first-time homebuyer program; tax abatement and incentive programs to encourage for-profit developers to develop affordable housing; weatherization programs; asset management for 10,000 unit affordable housing portfolio; and disposition of city owned properties.
Prior to her extensive public service experience, Ms. Quinn practiced law for nine years with several Seattle law firms.
Ms. Quinn graduated magna cum laude from the Seattle University School of Law in 1996.  She holds a Master of Divinity degree from Harvard University, and a Bachelor of Arts degree in history from College of the Holy Cross in Massachusetts.  She has received a number of awards in her career, including being named one of Washington's Top 50 Women Lawyers in 2006.
Ms. Quinn’s demonstrated leadership and management skills and her extensive public service experience make her excellent choice for leading the Department of Community and Human Services.
It is my great pleasure to request the confirmation of Ms. Adrienne E. Quinn as the Director of the King County Department of Community and Human Services.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Michael Woywod, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief Advisor, Policy and Strategic Initiatives, King County

    Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 

    Services (DES)

Adrienne E. Quinn, Director Designee, Department of Community and Human 
    Services
Nancy Buonanno Grennan, Director, Human Resources Division, DES
