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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2009-0468 would approve the Southwest Suburban Sewer District (the “District”) 2006 Comprehensive Sewer Plan Update (the "Sewer Plan").  
SUMMARY

Council approval of sewer utility comprehensive plans is required by county code as a prerequisite for: operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all sewer system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans;

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan;

· reflects current supply and demand;

· forecasts future supply and demand; 

· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage;

· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.
UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE SOUTHWEST SUBURBAN SEWER DISTRICT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE
In July 2006, the UTRC began the process of reviewing the Sewer Plan and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and has since recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Sewer Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area

The District provides sewer service to over 14,000 commercial and residential customers in a service area of approximately 7,620 acres in the southwest portion of King County.  Its service area includes all or portions of the cities of Burien, Des Moines, Normandy Park, SeaTac, and Seattle, and a small part of unincorporated King County.  

Facilities

The District’s facilities include two treatment plants (in the Miller Creek and Salmon Creek basins) that discharge directly into Puget Sound, and are not part of the regional wastewater system operated by King County.  The District also treats some wastewater flows from adjacent sewer service providers, pursuant to contractual agreements.

Growth

The District’s service area is largely developed.  Its anticipated growth through 2025 will be largely single-family and apartment construction.  The District expects to accommodate flows from an aggressive annexation effort to provide sewer service to the roughly 27 percent of the District’s service area that is not currently receiving sewer services.  It expects to reduce that figure to at most ten percent by 2030.  By 2025, it expects to be serving a residential population of 61,857 as a result of both growth and annexations.

System Improvements

The principal operational issue, aside from extending service to properties not currently receiving sewer services, is inflow and infiltration into the District’s facilities during rain events.  The District will be investigating the origins and magnitude of those flows from different portions of its service area, using a multiyear series of tests and metering of wastewater flows into the District’s system from adjacent wastewater utilities.  It anticipates developing a strategy for reducing those flows after reviewing the data from their investigation.

SEPA

The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act checklist for the Sewer Plan and, as lead agency, issued a determination of non-significance for the issuance of the Sewer Plan on March 15, 2006.
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