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SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE related to the establishment of a Seattle-King County taxicab advisory commission; authorizing the executive to enter into an interlocal agreement related thereto; and adding a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 2.
COMMITTEE ACTION
At its October 12, 2009 special meeting, the Committee of the Whole approved Proposed Substitute Ordinance 2009-0558 with a “do pass” recommendation. The vote was 8 ayes, no nos and 1 excused.  The committee approved three amendments to the ordinance. The first amendment deleted a reference to the Port of Seattle who is not participating in the commission at this time, the second amendment made the ordinance conform to a change made by the City of Seattle companion ordinance. The second amendment deleted a member from the hospitality, tourism or medical facility category and added a member to represent individuals over the age of 60. The third amendment corrected a typographical mistake relating to the effective date of terms for members.
SUMMARY

The ordinance, when enacted with a companion ordinance under consideration by the City of Seattle, would create a joint Seattle-King County taxicab advisory commission. The commission would have 11 members, be advisory only and would have certain oversight or review responsibilities that are described in more detail below.
BACKGROUND
King County and the City of Seattle previously created an advisory commission in 1988 that had participation from the Port of Seattle. It appears to have had a similar purpose as the current proposal. Staff could find no one with institutional memory of this commission in the King County executive or legislative branches, so it is unclear how well or poorly it functioned. King County ended its participation in the commission in 1989. 
ANALYSIS
The legislation adds a new chapter to K.C.C. Title 2.Proposed Ordinance 2009-0558 would:

1. Establish a Seattle-King County Taxicab Advisory Commission of 11 members with the following interests being represented:

· Three members who own taxicab licenses (Seattle appoints two);

· Three members who drive taxicabs but who are not owners (King County appoints two);

· Three members who represent customers from the hospitality industry, tourism industry or medical facilities (King County appoints one, Seattle appoints one and the other 10 commission members appoint the third person from this customer interest group);

· One member who has a disability or who represents persons with disabilities (King County appoints);

· One member who represents individuals over the age of 60 (Seattle appoints).
2. Establish the purpose of the commission which is “…to study regulations, rules, policies and issues relevant to the provision of high-quality taxicab service in the city of Seattle and King County while ensuring the economic viability owning and driving taxicabs, and to make recommendations to the city of Seattle and King County on these matters.” Specifically the commission is expected to advise King County and Seattle on:
· Changes in governmental taxicab regulations;

· Changes in administrative rules;

· Changes to the city of Seattle and King County taxicab codes and legislation that would affect the taxicab industry;

· The setting of taxicab fares;

· Taxicab licensing; and

· Current taxicab regulations.

3. The commission is expected to meet at least quarterly but may meet more often if necessary.
4. King County and the City of Seattle are required to notify the commission of proposed changes in rules, code or other actions that could affect the taxi industry no more than 15 days after the proposed change. Similarly King County and the City of Seattle are required to provide 30 days notice to the commission before it takes action to change regulations or code or other actions that would affect the taxi industry. The commission is expected to provide its input to the County and Seattle during this timeline, but the County and Seattle are not prohibited from taking action if the commission does not provide timely input.
5. The commission is required to produce an annual report on its work over the previous year that also includes a work program for the coming year. The report is due February 15 of each year.

6. The commission will be staffed by the executive branch of each jurisdiction and meet alternately in the facilities of each jurisdiction.

7. Allows the Executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with Seattle to establish more detailed operating procedures for the commission.

Council staff reviewed the legislation with the Director of the Records and Licensing Services Division. No issues were raised. 
Timing – Final action on the City of Seattle ordinance is expected on October 19th. It might be advisable for King County to take final action on the legislation after that date to ensure the two ordinances are consistent.

AMENDMENT
The sponsor has proposed one amendment. that reduces from four to three the number of individuals that represent the hospitality industry, tourism industry or medical facilities and adds an individual that represents individuals over the age of 60.  This amendment makes the King County ordinance consistent with the City of Seattle ordinance that was approved by the Transportation Committee on September 29, 2009. 
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