[image: image1.wmf]
METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	3 and 4
	DATE:
	February 6, 2003

	PROPOSED NO.:
	2002-0455 and -0456
	PREPARED BY:
	Monica Clarke


SUBJECT:
Proposed Motions 2002-0455 and -0456 confirm the Executive’s appointments of Clinton Bostwick and John Browne to the King County Noxious Weed Control Board. 

BACKGROUND:  
The Noxious Weed Control Program is a King County-wide program which was established in 1996 to carry out the mandates of state weed control law, chapter 17.10 RCW. Under this law, all landowners, both public and private, are responsible for eradicating or controlling weeds on their land. The purpose of the program is to control and prevent noxious weed infestations through early detection of possible infestations and by providing education on weed identification, weed ecology, and control methods.
The King County Noxious Weed Board was established in 1992 pursuant to the state weed control law which establishes a weed control board for each county in the state. The board consists of five citizen volunteers who represent five districts that cover the entire county. The board has jurisdiction county-wide, with the exception of federal and tribal lands, and has the authority to inspect for noxious weeds and to inform a property owner if an infestation exists.  The board may take enforcement action to abate noxious weeds when a property owner has failed to comply following proper notice of the infestation. The board is also responsible for hiring a weed coordinator responsible for developing a program to achieve compliance with the state weed law. 
King County’s Noxious Weed Control Program is funded by a dedicated revenue source consisting of an annual per parcel fee of $1.50 + $.09 cents per acre which generates approximately $950,000. The program operates with six FTEs (full-time equivalents) and eight seasonal noxious weed inspectors within the Water and Land Resources Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks.  

CANDIDATES TO THE KING COUNTY NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL BOARD

2002-0455: Clinton Bostwick is a right-of-way maintenance specialist with the Bonneville Power Administration where he has been responsible for vegetation control within BPA’s right-of-way for over 25 years.  He was first appointed to the board in September 2002 and his appointment is for a partial term expiring December 31, 2003. He resides in Enumclaw in Council District 9 and represents Weed District 5. 
2002-0456:  John Browne is the co-owner and operator of Judd Creek Nursery on Vashon Island where he specializes in the sale of native plants. He resides on Vashon Island in Council District 8 and his appointment is for a four-year term expiring December 31, 2006. Mr. Browne represents Weed District 3.
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Proposed Motion 2002-0455 with attachments

2.  Proposed Motion 2002-0456 with attachments
3.  Map:  King County Noxious Weed Districts
ATTENDEES:  

Jane Wentworth, Program Manager, Noxious Weed Control Program, Water and Land Resources Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks
