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SUBJECT

This proposed legislation would authorize the Executive to sign an interlocal agreement with the City of Burien for transfer of properties and interest in County-owned land that is contained within the recently annexed Burien portion of the North Highline annexation area. 
SUMMARY

With adoption of this ordinance the County Executive will execute an interlocal agreement (ILA) that has been negotiated between King County and the City of Burien. This ILA will transfer parks & road properties from King County to the City. It will also clarify when Burien, as a city that contracts for services, becomes responsible for the financial costs associated provided local government services to the new area.  An ILA is an attachment to the proposed ordinance.  However, subsequent to the proposed legislation being introduced there have been changes to the ILA, so an amendment has been prepared to substitute the final version of the ILA negotiated with the City of Burien. 
BACKGROUND

As part of the 2004 Adopted Budget, King County began a multi-year initiative to promote the accelerated annexation of the 10 largest remaining urban unincorporated areas referred to as Potential Annexation Areas. This Annexation Initiative was launched to achieve two major goals: 

1) 
Implement the regional land use vision set forth in the Countywide Planning Policies which call for county government to be the regional and local rural service provider and for cities to be providers of local service in the urban areas; and 
2)
Financial stability in the General Fund: Annexations are expected to achieve expenditure reductions in the General Fund as a result of decreased local urban service responsibility for the County as cities become the local provider for those areas. 

To date, several of those large pockets of urban unincorporated areas have successfully annexed.  Last November, just over 14,000 residents in the southern half of the North Highline annexation area voted to annex to the City of Burien. That annexation takes effect April 1st. 

When annexations occur, many of the “transfers” of authority and assets happen automatically under state law.  There are several areas, however, where an interlocal agreement can be used to effectively transfer remaining assets and clarify responsibilities.  The proposed ILA would address those assets and make those clarifications for this annexation. 

ANALYSIS

The several items covered by the proposed ILA are discussed below and the resolution is included. 
· Records Transfer: The County and City shall work jointly to identify records that the City needs. The County commits to providing those records. 

· Building Permits: The County shall continue to review all vested building permits. The City will begin reviewing all permits after the effective date of the annexation. 

· Jail Services: The City becomes responsible for the costs associated with jailing for crimes in the area after the effective date of the annexation. 

· Police Services: The City becomes responsible for police costs after the annexation. The County will continue to investigate and provide services for crimes committed prior to the annexation. Burien is a contract city for police services. 
· District Court Services: The City will become responsible for District Court related costs incurred after the annexation date; the County will continue managing cases filed prior to the annexation date.  Burien is a contract city for District Court services. 

· Roads Related Properties: The County will transfer the roads related parcels to the City upon execution of the interlocal agreement. 
· Roads Maintenance Services: The City and County will continue to operate under the existing roads maintenance services contract.  Burien is a contract city for road maintenance services. 

· Parks & Open Space Properties: The County will transfer the properties to the City upon execution of the interlocal agreement. 
The last item discussed above raises an issue.  In 2009, the County Executive proposed selling one of the parks in the area to be annexed, Puget Sound Park, to either a local fire district or the local library district. The parcel then would become either a fire station with an attached park, or a library with an attached park. The proceeds from this sale would then be used to maintain the remaining 30 parks in the urban unincorporated area. These urban unincorporated area parks cannot be funded from the regional parks levy. 

The City objected to this sale which was expected to generate approximately $550,000. The City indicated that if the sale went through it would consider no longer pursuing annexation of the area.  Subsequently, the County Executive chose to no longer pursue a sale of the parcel.  The proposed ILA would transfer Puget Sound Park to the City at no cost. This is consistent with prior annexations. 

This arrangement does create a funding issue for the remaining parks. The 2010 budget needs to have an additional revenue source of at least $400,000 to be made whole and operate the urban unincorporated parks. The County Council did create a Parks Partnerships reserve when adopting the 2010 budget. This is approximately $750,000 of general fund resources that were set aside to help facilitate the transfer of these parks to community groups or others that were interested in taking on the responsibility for maintaining these parks. 
The County Executive has indicated that he plans to transmit a supplemental the County Council that would authorize use of the Parks Partnership reserves to maintain the urban parks for 2010. 
There is still a small amount of legal work being done on the proposed version of the ILA.  Because of advertising requirements, the item cannot be approved by the full Council until April 12.  It is anticipated that, by that time, the agreement will be in final form and an amendment prepared to replace the current version of the ILA with the final version.  The Committee may want to consider approving this item without recommendation. 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2010-0158
2. Transmittal Letter dated February 24, 2010

3. Fiscal Note
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