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Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee
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	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Mike Reed
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	2006-0287
	Date:
	July 11, 2006

	Attending:
	Christie True, Manager, Major CIP Section, Wastewater Treatment Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUMMARY:  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0287 authorizes the Executive to enter into an agreement with the Cross Valley Water District regarding mitigation of impacts associated with the Brightwater wastewater treatment facility.  

BACKGROUND:  The County’s selection of the Route 9 site in southern Snohomish County was based on the process provided for by the county’s Regional Wastewater Services Plan.  The RWSP contains language addressing impacts of the facility on local populations and jurisdictions, as follows:

“King County shall mitigate the long-term and short-term impacts for wastewater facilities in the communities in which they are located.”    
Consistent with this provision, the County has undertaken agreements with a number of jurisdictions to mitigate potential impacts of the facility; among these are agreements with the cities of Bothell, Woodinville, Shoreline, and the Lake Forest Park Water/Sewer District.  Mitigation issues have included impacts related to noise, odor, traffic, emergency management planning, impacts on water supply aquifers, and a wide range of other impacts.  In particular, the county has approved agreements with Bothell and with the Lake Forest Park Water District addressing potential water supply impacts, including water quality monitoring, test wells, provision of geotechnical data, and related matters.

Cross Valley Water District

Snohomish County’s Cross Valley Water District provides both water and sewer service to the Route 9 area where the Brightwater facility will be located.  The District, which has a customer base for water of about 6500 users, receives about 89% of its water from a sole source aquifer which, reportedly, partially underlies the site of the facility.  The District’s jurisdiction covers about 40 square miles, from the town of Snohomish to the King County border.  The District provides utility service to the Brightwater facility.  
The District initially filed an objection to the draft Environmental Impact Statement associated with selection of the Brightwater facility; through discussions with county staff, the District agreed not to object to the Final Environmental Impact Statement, but rather to develop and enter into a mitigation agreement with the county to address District concerns.  

Among the key elements that the district wanted addressed by the agreement were:

· Protection against any impacts to the water supply provided by the District to its customers; 

· Development of alternative easements for the repositioning of utility lines operated by the District which require moving to accommodate plant construction;

· Early acquisition of a District wastewater trunk line which for which acquisition is anticipated in conjunction with wastewater service provision for the region. This trunk line is currently owned and used by the District to provide sewer service to its customers; it currently directs wastewater flow into the county’s Little Bear Creek trunk line.  Development of the Brightwater facility will require managing the wastewater flows currently serviced by the District which will be impacted by construction, and will require repositioning of various utility lines.  Early county acquisition of this 30-inch trunk line is intended to facilitate this process.
Cross Valley/King County Mitigation Agreement
Discussions have proceeded between the county and the District, resulting in the agreement which is the subject of Proposed Ordinance 2006-0287.  The District has taken action to authorize execution of the agreement.  

Key provisions of the agreement are as follows:

· The county will assume ownership and operation of the District’s 30-inch trunk line which connects to the County’s Little Bear Creek trunk line; acquisition cost is $3,311,714, (minus a $326,377 credit associated with unpaid assessments);

· During plant startup, the County will require potable water volumes in excess of the capacity of the District to supply; the District will support the county in developing needed infrastructure and approvals to utilize access to Alderwood Water District water supplies to support start-up water volume needs;
· The county will reroute existing District water and sewer lines at the Route 9 site at county expense; easements associated with such utility lines will be terminated by the District at the request of the county.  To accommodate this rerouting, as necessary, the District will convey interest in utility easements, or retain, modify or terminate easements according to the needs and circumstances associated with site development.  
· When the Brightwater plant becomes operational, the District’s wastewater flows, currently directed to the West Point plant or South Plant in Renton, will be conveyed directly to the Brightwater Plant if hydraulically possible, rather than to the Influent Pump Station and then to the Brightwater Plant.

· If construction of the Brightwater plant damages water supply to any District customer or Alderwood District customer, or to a private well of a Snohomish County resident to the extent that there is no longer adequate water supply, 

· The County will pay for providing emergency water line extensions to District customers west of the SR9 highway, and work with the Alderwood distrct to provide necessary emergency service to Alderwood customers.

· In such event, if a private well owner requests water service from the District, the County will either pay for the cost of extending a water main and connection/meter installation costs to provide the service, or assist the owner in obtaining a replacement well.  
· The District will support and advocate for the development and use of reclaimed water from the Brightwater plant; the County will include the District in reclaimed water opportunity investigations, and keep the District informed on policy discussions regarding reclaimed water use and associated water supply issues.  

· If the Brightwater project diminishes the ability of the District to serve its water customers, the County will Make the District Whole, ensuring that there is no financial burden incurred by the District due to reduced water quality or capacity from the District’s source aquifer, caused by the installation or operation of the project.  This will include reimbursement for water purchased from other water purveyors.  

· If the county constructs an information center or community center on or near the plant site, it will include a display of information regarding the Cross Valley sole source aquifer and its role as a water source to the District and Snohomish County.
· The county and District will work together to pursue placement of a regional monitoring well within the District’s service area, between the plant site and source wells.  The County will drill the well at a depth to correspond with the regional aquifer, and will provide an appropriate monitoring plan, and operate the well.  At the end of a specified monitoring period, the well will be transferred to the District, subject to King County Council approval.  Monitoring information will be provided to the District in a timely manner.  

· Additionally, a monitoring well will be installed at the District’s Woodlane Well location, to the same or similar depths as the existing Woodlane Well.  The County will provide a construction plan prior to construction.  The County will compensate the District for the expense of collection and interpretation of monitoring data.

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0287

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0287 authorizes the Executive to execute an agreement, substantially in the form of the attached agreement, with The Cross Valley Water District.

The attached fiscal note indicates a County expenditure in 2006 of $3,364,504, with declining expenditures in future years.
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