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January 21, 2005

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

The King County Sheriff’s Office is seeking approval from the Metropolitan King County Council for the King County Executive to enter into a revised interagency agreement with the Washington Association of Sheriff’s and Police Chiefs (WASPC). WASPC is now the administrator and pass-through agency for a U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) grant award.  By allowing the Executive to sign this agreement, you will enable the Sheriff’s Office to receive COPS grant funds that will then be used to reimburse King County.  The COPS grant will fund one full time detective dedicated to investigating clandestine methamphetamine activity.

The attached contract is an extension of an agreement that was approved by Council in both 2002 and 2003.  On March 12, 2002, Motion 11392 was signed authorizing the County Executive to enter into an interagency agreement with the Pierce County Alliance (PCA), which at that time was the administering agency for the COPS grant.   With this motion, the Sheriff’s Office was able to receive grant funds from the PCA that were then used to reimburse the County for the 
up-front spending it had budgeted for the Sheriff’s Office.  The funds were used for the same purpose as now: to support  a detective position to investigate methamphetamine labs. The Sheriff’s Office reimbursed the County, as agreed, and successfully obtained continuation earmark grants in both 2002 and 2003. Each time, funding was approved in the budget based on the knowledge that the County would be reimbursed by the Sheriff’s Office.

Background

On February 15, 2001, the Sheriffs of King, Pierce, Spokane, Snohomish, Thurston, Kitsap and Benton counties convened to discuss the growing methamphetamine lab epidemic in Washington State.  As a result of that meeting, a document entitled the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative was created to work toward the elimination of methamphetamines from Washington communities.  In the same year, a $4 million Federal COPS Office grant was awarded to the State of Washington and a portion of that fund was passed through to the Sheriff’s Office to support our jurisdiction’s effort to curtail the manufacture and sale of methamphetamines in King County. 

There are a couple of minor administrative differences in the paperwork being submitted this year.  First, this grant is now being managed by WASPC rather than the Pierce County Alliance and second, this year’s contract contains a good deal more detail, such as liability insurance, worker’s compensation, bonding and procurement standards.  In addition, there are provisions for items such as prohibited activities and audit requirements are included.  

There is a short turnaround time for having the document signed and returned to WASPC for reimbursement as the grant funds with its approved extension, will expire at the end of February, 2005.  

If you have any questions regarding this ordinance please contact Joe Lewis, Grant Administrator for the Sheriff’s Office, at (206) 205-7900.

Thank you in advance for your continuing support of our efforts to eliminate methamphetamine drugs from our community. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive 

Enclosures

cc:
King County Council members


ATTN:  Scott White, Chief of Staff



       Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




       Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




      Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)

Debora Gay, Deputy Director, OMB

Susan Rahr, King County Sheriff


Patty Shelledy, Legal Advisor, King County Sheriff's Office (KCSO)


Joe Lewis, Grant Administrator, KCSO
