                                                                [image: image1.png]u

King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee 
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	
	Name:
	Mike Reed

	Proposed No.:
	2007-0386
	Date:
	March 4, 2008

	Invited:
	Joanna Richey, Water and Lands Resources Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Lee Ann Merrill, Water and Lands Resources Division, Department of Natural Resources and Parks


SUBJECT:  Approval of Interlocal Agreement with city of Lake Forest Park for transfer of drainage facilities and property interests
SUMMARY:  The county’s Surface Water Management (SWM) program is responsible for a number of functions related to management of storm and surface water, intended to limit impacts to the quality of the region’s water resource, and minimize flooding and erosion problems. These services are funded by the county’s Surface Water Management Fee, authorized by Section 9.08 of the county code.  Included among these functions are the inspection and maintenance of retention and detention ponds, intended to manage and slow the flow of runoff from developed areas.  Other functions include complaint investigation, lake monitoring, data gathering/management, SWM fee billing, and other services. The SWM program undertakes these functions for the unincorporated areas of the county, funded by the county SWM fee; the county also contracts with cities to carry out a menu of services tailored to the needs of that city.  Currently, approximately 17 cities contract with the county for a variety of services utilizing technical expertise of the Water and Land Resources Division; the city of Lake Forest Park is among these contracting cities. 

Lake Forest Park annexed significant unincorporated areas in the 1990s, expanding its boundaries to their current extent.  These annexations included lands on which are located various county-owned drainage facilities, including culverts, detention ponds, trenches, bioswales and tanks.  The city does have a surface water management program; through the above-referenced interlocal agreement with the city, the county inspects and maintains the drainage facilities described above, and bills and collects Surface Water Management fees for the city.  The city pays the county for its services from the SWM fees collected, under the existing  interlocal agreement.  However, until the late 1990s, the county has not had a formal process for transferring ownership of such drainage facilities to an annexing or incorporating city; such a policy has now been developed, and provides for

· An agreement between the parties legally transferring the facilities and any associated property interests, and addressing future property transfers needed as a result of future annexations or other reasons

· Execution of a deed in favor of the annexing/incorporating jurisdiction for the facilities and property interests in question; council authorization for execution of the deed would be required.
Consistent with that process, the Executive has transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2007-0386, which:

· Authorizes the Executive to enter an interlocal agreement with the city of Lake Forest Park for the transfer of specified drainage facilities and property interests;

· Authorizes the Executive to execute a deed of conveyance for the subject facilities and property interests in favor of the city of Lake Forest Park, as listed in Exhibit C to Attachment A to the ordinance.

The Interlocal agreement, included as Attachment A to the ordinance, includes the following provisions:

· The purpose of the agreement is described as setting forth the process by which the subject drainage facilities and property interests will be transferred to the city;

· Each party is to appoint a representative responsible for management of the agreement; these persons also serve to resolve any conflicts which develop in relation to the agreement;

· The city assumes full responsibility for the drainage facilities and property interests listed in the attachment on the effective date of the agreement;

· The county will convey by quit claim deed to the city, and the city will accept, the drainage facility property interests specified in the attachment;

· The county will provide to the city any contract, agreement, right, or obligation associated with the conveyed property interests; along with any warranties, maps, titles, ‘as builts’, maintenance logs and records, performance standards, and other appropriate records;
· The city will assume full and complete ownership and responsibility for maintenance, operation, repairs and needed improvements, along with liability for the facilities;
· The city will operate the facilities to at least the same maintenance standards adhered to by the county, detailed in the county Surface Water Design Manual or the city’s approved surface water design manual, to assure that the watershed-protective effects of the facilities are not diminished;

The agreement is effective upon signature by both parties, and is indefinite in duration.

Also included, as Exhibit B to the attachment, is a quit claim deed, conveying the property to the city.   
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0386, with attachments:
a. Attachment A:  Interlocal Agreement Between King County and the City of Lake Forest Park for the Transfer of Drainage Facilities and Property Interests

2. Transmittal letter dated July 2, 2007

3. Fiscal Note

4. Hearing Notice

5. News Release

