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King County



King County 2014 State Legislative Agenda
King County, with more than 2 million residents, is the economic engine of the State of Washington, generating as much economic activity as the other 38 counties combined – $72 Billion in King County, $72 Billion in the rest of the state. Over the past several years, reductions in funding and policy changes at both the state and federal levels have compounded one another, yet local governments have few tools to ensure critical services remain intact. As the government closest to the people, the County must be given the ability to prioritize critical regional needs for our residents and businesses. 

King County seeks state legislative means to implement sustainable funding for county roads and transit, to repair and maintain the safety net, to more effectively and efficiently carry out state laws, and to invest in the arts and community assets. The County’s legislative agenda reflects partnerships with its cities, employees, and with community agencies, with the shared objective of ensuring King County remains a thriving hub of economic development and job creation. These key policy objectives further support the county’s Strategic Plan and its focus on efficiency, partnerships, and customer service. 
Moving Ahead: Delivering on Transportation & Achieving our Growth Management Goals

Funding mechanisms supporting both roads and transit are fundamentally flawed, and the County is struggling to provide basic levels of service. 
· King County seeks local revenue options, as well as additional direct state support for local and regional needs, including rural roads and regional transit.  

· Providing suitable public services for unincorporated areas – through annexation or interlocal agreement – remains a priority for King County.  Revenue options beneficial to annexation are requested.  

Restoring the State Commitment: State Support & Local Tools for the Safety Net

Reductions in mental health funding coupled with increasing state-imposed obligations have led to a chronically underfunded system, with an ongoing lack of treatment and inpatient facilities. 

· Restore $7.4 million in cuts to King County mental health and substance abuse programs in the 2013-15 biennial budget, based on an assumed Medicaid fund shift that cannot be materialized in King County. Inpatient bed space is currently insufficient, with dozens of people each night on hold in local emergency rooms. This cut will exacerbate this problem.  

· Adjust the Mental Illness & Drug Dependency (MIDD) levy to better meet the needs of people suffering from mental illness and addiction, including extending the MIDD supplantation language at 30% by postponing the planned 2015 stairstep down to 20% as originally outlined by state law.  

· Ensure that any state actions to comply with federal Medicaid procurement rules for mental health services as currently provided by Regional Service Networks (RSNs) is compassionate and effective for people suffering from mental illness. King County wants to be part of this conversation.  

Seizing Opportunity: Investing in our Community Assets

Fostering a vibrant arts community is a critical asset for both our residents and visitors. Likewise, increasing the amount of available workforce housing and promoting tourism enrich our community.

· King County supports the Cultural Access Fund and other local tools for the arts.

· King County requests flexibility in administration and investment of hotel/motel revenues, including – with fiscal prudence – bonding for housing and tourism capital needs while protecting revenue streams for ongoing operating expenses. Hotel/motel arts funding would remain unchanged.  
Making State Laws Work Locally:  Cost-Saving Improvements & Clarification
· Consolidate the King County Ferry District’s governance and oversight into the County. This would achieve considerable efficiencies and savings that could translate to greater deployed services. 
· Clarify and integrate the medical cannabis and recreational marijuana statutes to better support effective law enforcement, land use laws, and public health objectives, e.g., deterring youth access.
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