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'homeless people of Reno did, Wthh is

to walk through ‘the casinos and firiish

- off the half-empty: glasses of hquor Ieft
 at the gaming tables. g

““If hewas'on a runner, we eould p1ck
him up several-times a day,” Patrick

: O’Bryan, who is-a’bicycle copiin down-
~town Reno,: said:“And-he’s:gone on .

e-amazin, runners He Would get

‘Mutray, you know you love us, ang
he'd say, 1 know -—and go back-t
swearing-at us.”. -

“T've'been a pohce oﬁicer for ﬁft et
years,” O’Bryan’s partner, Steve Johns
said. ‘T plcked up Murray my Whole ca
reer. Literally.”~

. Johns-and O Bryan pleaded wit
Mu ray to-quit drinking::A few year
ago, he'was assigned to a treatment pro
gram in:which hewas under the equiv:
alent of house rest; and he thrived. Hi

ked hard. But then'th
prograrn ended “Once he gradat
out; he had no one to report to, and he:

needed that O’Bryan said. I don

» smd ’ Cong atulations;’ and put: h1m
: e spen :that ix

to:thi emergency toom at e1ther Sairit




» Ma.rys or Washoe Medical Center: Johns si)ent at least half their time deal-

8 cy
 sdwhin severdl times week. “Theiam=  they knew they weren’t the only enes in-
bulance swould bring him ih. We would volved. When someone passed out on

the pohce to p1ck-h1m up:In faet, that's  inan ambulance, and the patient so
Limet: my: husband Marla]ohns is’ times stayed at the hospital for days, be-
-S o

environmiernt: thaf wis ever changmg v
she-went-on..“In he- would: come. He .- cot

_ came up with v
~ some of our chroni¢ in
_ " -downtown area, that
laugh it:off.And when tnne went by most often,” O'Biy;
and he'didn’t-come inT would get wor-  those three individuals
ried: and call-the coroner’s office; When  of our- two hospltals ‘One of the
“hewas sober, we: would find &
v he s Workmg someplace, and 1

been: on the streets for six months. In-
those six frionths; he had accumulated

'_ and thats at the smaller of the two hos-
' -pxtals near downtown Reno It i

bar blll Whenwes_v e
Vould laya hand ‘onn

- “three. months, he. had accu nt
bill for sixty-five thousand doll;
third individual actually had
1iods of being sober, and had accumu:
lated a bill-of fifty:thousand.””

The first of those- people was: Mur-
‘ray Bar, 4nd Johns and O'Bryan real-
_ized that if you ‘totted upall s hospital
- bills for the ten years that he had been
" on:the streets=—as well as substance-
: L abuse—treatment costs; doctors’ feés, and
ics: smd. The homeless Weren't other expenses— -Murray Barr probably '
sition onthe: cityy thcy'were justtrying ran-up athedical bill as large as anyone '

ng;:I'mclisten~ . in'the state of Nevada.
yre - “If cost-us one million dollars not to

v "_sa1d

~-een'years ago, after the Rodney
ing'beating; the Los A.ngeles -Po=

ti¢ and violence; and:the

_ d.ly-. thxoughout the tan

Marla]ohns, whowasa social workerin ingwith people like Murray; they were as | I8
room at Saint Mary s, much caseworkers as pohce officers. And

) i -‘J-'j 5.0 he would ‘be-sober  the street, there wasa One down” callto*_
. enough to g0 to jail. Andwewouldcall  the paramedics. There were four people-

- cause living on the streets in a state of al- | | 3
) stant mtoxmahon wasa rehable -

had been in jail previously, so he'd only

2 abill'of a-hundred thousand dollars=="

TICKETS: $22 @

a do somethmg aboutMurray, O’Bryan '

‘l1ce Department: was:in crisis. It:was. | ‘|8
: sracial insénsitivity. and'lll »

as that those problems ‘had*|




roubles had a “n

Do: apparent reason whilk
was: kneelmg and han'

ty

: cops the L.A. .D. would suddenly be- -+ for three weeks:

" come a pretty well-functioning pohce turnpenodlcally, particuldrly in the win:
- departrnent. But the: report alsoisug- - ter.:They were quite: ;yeung;and:they
; gests that the problem is-tougher than -were often heavy drig-users. It-was:the
- it-seems, because those forty~four bad  last ten: per-cent—the group at thé:far-
- cops:were so:bad that the-institutional thest edge of the:curve—that interested
-~ mechanisms in'place to get ridof bad Culhane the miost. They were the chron-
.-apples:clearly weren't working: If you icallyhomeless; who. lived in‘the:shelters;
*made the mistake of assiming thatsthe  sometimes foryears atd'time: Theywere
department’s.troubles fell iito-a nor- . older.:Many were: entallyﬂl or-physi-
mal distribution, you'd: propose solu- cally disabled,-and: when we: thmk about :
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- homelessness as a social problem—thc

people sleeping on the sidewalk, aggres-

swelypanhandlmg lying drunk in door- .- to

ways, huddled on subway grates and

. under bridges—it’s thiis group that weé

have in mind. In the early nineteen-

nineties; Culhane’s database. suggested
that New York City had a quarter of 4
million- people: who. were homeless at -
$othe point inthe previous half decade— |
- which:was a surprisingly high number.
. Bu

i cbmmcally homieless, -, i gl
. turns-out;, furthermore, that thxs

nlyrabout twenty-five. hundredwere

- services systems far more than anyone
- had everanticipated. Culhané estimates
- thatin New:Yorkat least s sixty-two mil-

Tion do]lars was being spent annually to

- shelter jiist:those twenty-five hundred
hard=core homeless. “It costs twenty-

four thousand ‘dollars a year for one
of these shelter beds, Cu]hane said.
“We're: talking about.a cot elghteen
‘inches.away: from: the next cot.” Bos-
ton Healih C are for the Homeless Pro-
gram, a leading service: group for the
homeless mBoston,-recently tracked

1 all homeless peo—_

three peop d1e and séven: mofe were

rse of five: years; thirty=

- But énormois; s

room eight'y—seven times.

edlcal admlssmn, it’s hkely

: study, sald “They are drunk
aspirate and get vomit in their
d-develop a lung-abscess, and
hypothermia on top-of that,
éy’re out in.the: rain.. They
the mtenswe-care unit-with

tio cseare the g guys Who typ1cally
gethit by ‘carsiand buses and. trucks.
They often have a. rieurosurgical catas-
trophe as well. So. they are very prone
to;just falling down:and-cracking their
head and getting a subdural hematoma,
which;.if not dramed icould kill them,
and it’s the guy who falls down and hits
his head who erids- -up costing you'at
Jeast ﬁ.fty thousand dollars. Meanwhile;
they are going through alcokiolic with-
drawal and hdve devastating liver dis-
ease that only adds to their inability to
ﬁght inféctions. There is no.end to the
issues. We dorthis huge- drill: We run
up.big lab fées; and: the nurses want to
quit;:because theysee the same: guys
come in-over: -and ¢ over;; a.nd allvie’re do-
ing is making: them capable of walking
down:the block.”
The Homélessness tobler

Sobiifig
it. The bad news'is that those few hard
cases are, hard. They are fa]hng—down T
drunks with livér; disease-and. complex

 infections and therital 111ness.AThey riced

time 4nd attention and; lots money




the execunve d.u'ector of. the U S In—-‘

that homelessriess is problem with'a
‘broad and unménageable. middle. But.
if'if’s a problem at the fringe it can be

solved So far; Mangano has convinced °
“more than two. hundred cities to. radr—

9 was in ' St. Loms recently, Man— )
: gano said, back in June, when he

do_ ,:g services there. .They had a very
'd.dﬁcult group of people they couldnt

. 'wrong. You should be endingit”

. _]ust east of the centr:
" The main bulldmg isa

~“and S;R.O. -style rooms with micr
" waves and refrigerators and central

_' ple ‘who have passed outon the stree
- either from liquor or—as is increa
: _mgly the case—from mouthwash. “D
- Tichenor's—Dr. Tich, they call it

- the brand of mouthwash they use,” $4
" Roxane VVh.tte, the manager of the it

' _ that does to your gut.”

‘.jupmthMangano With a mixture of fed:
" exal and local funds, the C.C.H, inaug

.réecord, who had aproblem thsubs
. abuseor mentn_l illness. f‘VVe have one

mont Temple. Itis very much mgram
in me that you do not manage a-

he old Y. M C A in downto_
. Denver is on Sixteenth Stre

- painted one- bedrooms, efficienci

conditioning—and for:the past se
eral years those apartments. have be
owned and managed by the Colora
Coalition for the Homeless.
Even by big-city standards, De
ver-has a serious homelessness pro
.lem. The winters are relatively mil
and the summers aren’t nearly as hot
those of nelghbonng ew Mexrco

social services. “You can unagme wh

Eighteen months ago, the city srgn_‘




dmdual in her eiily sixties, but looking at
her you: dthmk she’s c1ghty, Rachcl Post,
of subst;

one th_at Mangano had Jaid
uis: Would you like‘a free

"he: enrollees: got either

: mg gomcwhere _else in the- city;. prov1de_d

at»theYM CA or- an -

-the ' agfeed 'to Work w1th1n the rules of

find. JObS, and start to pick up.more and

palnstaklngly review the status of every-
one in the program. On the wall around

the conference table:are several-large

white boards, with lists of doctor’s ap-

“peintments and court dates” and ‘med-

ication schedules: “We need 4 staffing
ratig'of one to'ten to make it work, Post
sald “You 5O« out there:and you find

Weve got about ﬁfteen peo-
ple were really worried-about now.”

~ The cost of services comes torabout
ten thousand dollars per homeless client
per year: An efficiency apartment in

ple bf days

Denver averages $376-a ‘monthy or jiist

over forty-five hundred a year, which

means thatyou can house and care for a
chronically homeless pe

street. The idea is that once the people
in the program-get stabilized they will

erson. for at most.
fifteén thousand dollars, or dbouta third |
‘of 'what he ot she would: cost on. the

SARAH-LAWR
- I'Mead Way. Bro




‘ tempomky aﬁd condmonal 'to. avo1d c_re-
K atmg dependency But someone who

g rh051s of the hver at ‘the age of twcnty- '
seven doesnt respond to incentives and




dnves by and the s sxgn ﬂashec “Poor” The
- picture of the smog problem you get from

. the picture of ‘the homelessness problem

much the same: ‘Autto emissions follow
fa power—law dlstnbutlon and the air-

 watching the - Speer Boulevard sign and

. you get from listening in on the morning . ba
staff eetings arthe YM.C A:are pretty - ou

domly pass the test When they shouldn't,
- because dirty: engines are highly variable
~-and sometimes burn cleanly for short du-
: rat10ns Thereis little ev1dence, Stedman

i - says, that the city’s regime of inspections
t - makes any differenice in air quality.

_' 2 s1ons inthe Denver metropohtan ared by
" -somewhere between thirty-five and forty
percent. The aty could stop managmg its

don't need “Not everybody gets tested :

for breast cancer,” Stedman says. “Not
everybody takes an AIDS test.” On-site

“He proposes mobile testing instead.
Twenty years ago, he invented a device
the size of a suitcase that uses infrared
light to instantly measure and then ana-
lyzé the:emissions of cars as:they drive by

on the highway. The Speer Avenue sign |

: ched to-one of Stedmian’s dev1ces

I-ie says t that cities should put halfa dozen

smog checks firrthermore, do a pretty .
T ndxng and ﬁxmg the few :

énd head south.

1-800-966-3458 » www.gorillaglue.com




A Year in (asablanca

Tuar CaLipH’s HOUSE
(OS]

TAHIR SHAH

@é? www.tahirshah.com

o)

Wherever books are sold o Also an eBook ‘

106.

-Open ‘the‘book‘of-'e\"renin‘g

- into those places where what you had w15hed for happens,
R 1ts lone syllable hke a sentence p01sed

“at the edge of sense; wa1tmg foryou to say itsname
‘once more as you Lift your eyes from the page

’ v'and close the book, still feeling what it was as like
to dwell in that hght that sudden paradise of sound

tion. 'The auto mdustry makes its cars a
little cleaner, and“—presto—the air gets
better::But:Stédman-doesn’t much care
about whit happens in Washmgton and

| Detroit: The: challenge-of controlling air

polluuon isn't s0-much about the laws as

it;issabout" comphance with them. Itsa
| pohcmg problem; rather than a policy.
| problem, and there is something ulti-

miately-unsatisfying ‘about his: ‘proposed
solution; Hewants to end airpollution in

Deriver w1th a-half:dozen vans outﬁtted :

w1th a contraptlon about the size of a

such a small-bore solution? -

" That's what madéithe ﬁndmgs of: the
Chnstopher Commission so unsatisfy-
ing. We put together blue-ribbon pan=

els when we're faced with problems thiat -
seem too large.for the normal mecha-

nisiis of bureaucratm repalr We: wa.nt

tion? It was the story of an'
known history of domg h
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; "where the moon; always the moo:

sCan such 2 big problem have :

- efficiency over faitness suggests the:-co

‘the city’s enormously popular mayor, h

. —Mar,% Strand

problems t_hat have. powe : lawzdls_mb
tions doesn’tjust violate our mioral in
itions; it violates our political i
.as well. It's hard not to conclude;in
end, that the reason. wetreated t

- Power-law solutmns have l1tt1e appe
to the right, because they mvolve spec
treatment for people who do-not deser
specxal treatment; and they have little a
peal to the left, becavise their emphiasis o

number-crunching of Chicago-scho
cost-benefit analysis. Even the prom
ise of millions of dollars in savings
cleaner air or better police depatinen
cannot entirely compensate for such dis
comfort. In Denver, John Hickenloope

worked on the homelessness issue tir

lessly during the past couple of years, H
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