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	5
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	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2012-0414
	Date:
	November 28, 2012


SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2012-0414 would confirm the appointment of Susan Palmer to the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners. 
BACKGROUND

The King County Housing Authority ("KCHA") was created in 1939 to provide safe and affordable housing for lower income families, seniors, and people with special needs. KCHA operates throughout King County, except in the cities of Seattle and Renton, which have their own housing authorities. KCHA supports more than 18,000 households in 23 suburban cities and the unincorporated areas of the County. Housing programs include:

· Subsidized housing units. KCHA owns and manages nearly 3,500 units of federally subsidized housing for families, the elderly and people living with disabilities and 4,500 units of "workforce" housing, financed through tax credits and/or tax-exempt bonds. 
· Housing Choice (Section 8) vouchers. KCHA assists an additional 9,800 households through the Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) program, which subsidizes families to rent housing on the private market. 
· Emergency and transitional housing. In partnership with local service agencies, KCHA provides about 130 units of emergency and transitional housing for homeless families and people with special needs. 
· Housing repair and weatherization services. KCHA delivers housing repair and weatherization services to low-income homeowners, mobile home owners, and landlords who rent to income-eligible tenants in King County. 
· Tax exempt financing. KCHA provides tax-exempt financing to other affordable housing developers.
· Supportive services. KCHA partners with a broad array of non-profit organizations to provide supportive services to residents and surrounding communities, including child care, youth recreation, education and literary, health care, employment, citizenship programs and life skills classes.  

KCHA BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
The Board of Commissioners consists of five members and is the governing body of the KCHA.  The Board meets monthly to establish policy, oversee operational performance, and exchange ideas and information.  Members may not be a County officer or employee and may not hold any direct or indirect interest in any housing project.  A full term on the board is five years. 

KCHA CANDIDATE SUSAN PALMER
Susan Palmer, a resident of Renton in Council District 5, is being appointed to serve a five-year term expiring May 22, 2017.  

Ms. Palmer is currently the Secretary-Treasurer of IAM District Lodge 751, a position she has held since 2006.  She has been a Boeing employee since 1986.  Ms. Palmer has a long history of union and community leadership.  She volunteers for the American Cancer Society and Guide Dogs of America, and was appointed to the Renton Technical College Board of Trustees earlier this year.

Ms. Palmer notes that in her current position with IAM 751, she serves in an ownership capacity of the union’s five HUD-subsidized apartment properties.  “I am proud that our union offers low income housing to those in need,” she notes; adding that she believes the knowledge she has gained about managing HUD properties will be an asset to the King County Housing Authority. 

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2012-414, with attachments

2. Executive transmittal letter, dated August 30, 2012
Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, background information has been distributed to Council members only. 
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