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Metropolitan King County Council

Budget & Fiscal Management Committee

	Agenda Item No.:
	
	
	Date:
	November 13, 2001

	Proposed No.:
	2002-0513.1
	
	Prepared By:
	Marilyn Cope/Shelley Sutton


STAFF REPORT
SUBJECT:
 Establishment of fees for copies of the King County code book
SUMMARY:
The King County code book incorporates all county ordinances and provides a legislative history of King County Council action.  The code book consists of three binders and is produced in the county print shop.  

Law firms, libraries, and county agencies can become “subscribers” of the code and receive regular updates of the code pages at $.10 per page.  In addition, anyone can purchase the code books for $150.  The code book is also accessible on the web.  

The Executive is proposing to increase the amount charged for each page of the code to $.15 per page.  According to executive staff, raising the charge will increase the cost of the entire code book to $300.  The charges are intended to recover administrative costs otherwise assumed by the Records, Elections and Licensing Services Division.

As referenced in the table below, the total estimated revenue for 2003 is $28,150, of which $9,850 would be new.  Almost all of the new revenue can be attributed to the proposed increase in  copy fees.
	Ordinance
	Fee Payer
	2002 Fee
	2003 Fee
	% Change
	% Change
	2002 Revenue
	2003 Revenue
	$

Change
	%

Change

	2002-0513 Code 

book copies
	Law firms, libraries and county agencies
	$0.10
	$0.15
	$0.05
	50.00%
	$18,000
	$27,550
	$9,550
	53.10%

	2002-0513  Code books
	Law firms, libraries and county agencies
	$150
	$300
	$150
	100.00%
	$150
	$600
	$300
	300.00%

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	$28,150
	$9,850
	


QUESTIONS OR ISSUES RAISED DURING BUDGET DEVELOPMENT AND ANALYSIS:

Why are copy fees proposed to increase from $.10 to $.15?

Executive staff indicates the basis for increasing the fee is Per RCW 42.17.300.  Relevant excepts are provided below.

A reasonable charge may be imposed for providing copies of public records and for the use by any person of agency equipment or equipment of the office… which charges shall not exceed the amount necessary to reimburse the agency.
In no event may an agency charge a per page cost greater than the actual per page cost as established and published by the agency. To the extent the agency has not determined the actual per page cost for photocopies of public records, the agency may not charge in excess of fifteen cents per page.

What does it cost to produce the code book? 

The code book is typically made-up of three binders covering an entire year’s worth of legislation.  Each binder costs $53 and holds on average 300+ pages. At the proposed fee of $.15 per page, the cost of copying 300 pages for each binder would be $45.  Therefore, each individual binder costs approximately $100 or a total of $300 for three code books. In summary, there are three elements contributing to cost of the binders; 1) the quantity of legislative action, 2) per page copy fees, 3) the quality of binder selected to contain the pages.

Note: At the proposed rate of $300, if it is necessary to produce a fourth binder due to a large volume of legislation, Records, Elections and Licensing will not make full cost recovery.

OPTIONS:

1. Increase the proposed fee to $.15 per copy and $300 per book.  Generate $9,850 in new revenue.

2. Maintain the current fee structure of $150 per book and $.10 per copy.  This would be a $9,850 revenue loss.
Striking and title amendments were drafted to correct technical drafting errors.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Striking Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0513.1

2. Title Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2002-0513.1

3. Proposed Ordinance 2002-0513.1
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