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Metropolitan King County Council

Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee
STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Marilyn Cope

	Proposed No.:
	2007-B0164
	Date:
	August 21, 2007

	Invited:
	Tim Rose, Co-Founder, Camp Korey
Jim Hebert, Co-Founder, Camp Korey
Tom Parker, Chief Executive Officer, Camp Korey
John Hempelmann,Legal Counsel to Camp Korey, Cairncross & Hempelmann
Karen Wolf, Senior Executive Policy Advisory, King County Executive’s Office
Darren Carnell, Legal Counsel, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
Kristin Wynne, Legal Counsel, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office
Harry Reinhart, Special Projects Manager, Department of Development and Environmental Services
Larry Pickering, Member, King County Agriculture Commission


SUBJECT 
A briefing on the Camp Korey proposal for Carnation Farm
SUMMARY
On August 16, 2007 the executive transmitted Proposed Ordinance 2007-0442, which would amend King County Code (KCC) Chapter 21 for the purpose of providing for agricultural related special needs camps.  Specifically, the proposed code changes would allow for the development of Camp Korey at Carnation Farm, a site that currently serves as the Nestlé Training Center.
BACKGROUND
Carnation Farm is an 800 acre site founded in 1899 by E.A. Stuart, a local grocer and dairy farmer.  E.A. Stuarts held the philosophy that well cared for quality cows produced large quantities of high quality milk.  E. A. Stuarts’ dairy was trademarked as “Carnation Farm, home of Contented Cows™”.
In 1985 the Nestlé Corporation acquired Carnation Farm and began to use the site, in part, as a corporate training center in 1995.  In 2002, the Nestlé Training Center, which comprises less than 10% of the farm’s land, became fully operational.  However, it is worth noting that the farm is still actively cultivated with approximately five cuttings of silage and hay per year along with cattle grazing.
In recent years, Camp Korey has expressed interest in acquiring Carnation Farm from the Nestlé Corporation.  Camp Korey is a private non-profit organization named after a young man, Korey Rose, who died of cancer in 2003.  Contingent on approval of the necessary land use changes to King County Code, Camp Korey could acquire Carnation Farm for the purpose of establishing an agricultural related camp for children with special needs due to disability or medical conditions.

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0442 was drafted to provide for agricultural related special needs camps in the agricultural production district.  Per the proposed ordinance, special needs are those that related to medical conditions or disabilities as defined by the American with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Agriculture related special needs camps would preclude the treatment of addictions, correctional or disciplinary training, and shelter for the homeless.

Proposed Ordinance 2007-0442 would allow for agricultural related special needs camps with the following stipulations:

· Camp activities shall be limited to those that are compatible with agriculture or place minimal stress on the sites agricultural resources;
· Camp activities may include passive recreation, training of camp personnel, special events for families of campers and agricultural education for youth;

· Camp sites may be used to provide agricultural services to the local community;
· Camps must be at minimum 500 acres in size;
· Camps must be singularly owned by one legal entity;
· Camps may not contain more than 10% of impervious surface;
· Camp structures shall be centrally located in an area no greater than 50 acres;
· Camp structures may be used only for camp or agricultural activities;
· Sites will not have access to sewer services;
· No more than 300 people may stay overnight;
· Camp activities are not to generate adverse traffic impacts;
· Lighting for the camp should not be invasive on adjacent properties; and
· The use of firearms for recreational activities is prohibited

TIMELINESS
Proposed Ordinance 2007-0442 requires a 30 day advertising period for public hearing.  Staff is working with the Clerk of the Council to meet this requirement so that a final vote on the legislation could be taken by the full council in the month of September.

The transmittal timing of Proposed Ordinance 2007-0442 has precluded staff from performing a rigorous analysis of the legislation in preparation for today’s meeting.  Staff expects to complete an analysis of the legislation in time for the Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee meeting on August 28, 2007.

PRESENTATION
The Co-Founders of Camp Korey have requested time on the August 21, 2007 Growth Management and Natural Resources Committee agenda to present their proposal for Camp Korey on the Carnation Farm site.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2007-0442
2. Executive’s transmittal letter, dated August 16, 2007
3. Fiscal Note
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