[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Mary Bourguignon

	Proposed No.:
	2015-B0164
	Date:
	September 2, 2015




SUBJECT
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Today’s briefing will provide a summary from the King County Fair, with a particular focus on the contribution from the King County Council to support participation by members of the 4-H Youth Development program.

SUMMARY

In July 2015, the King County Fair marked its 153rd year celebrating the County’s agricultural heritage. The County Council partnered with the Fair, providing $35,000[footnoteRef:1] to the City of Enumclaw to support local 4-H Youth Development participation. [1:  Ordinance 17941 and Ordinance 18080] 


Thanks to the County’s financial support and the leadership of the new non-profit Enumclaw Expo and Events Association and its hired staff, the Fair was able to significantly increase attendance, revenues, and 4-H participation.

During today’s briefing, the Enumclaw Expo Center’s General Manager and the local 4-H Director (through the Washington State University Extension), along with 4-H participants, will provide a recap of the 2015 King County Fair, focusing in particular on King County’s support for 4-H participation.

BACKGROUND 

King County Fair History. The King County Fair was established in 1863 to celebrate the county’s agricultural heritage. A century later, in 1965, the Fair moved to its current home at the Enumclaw Fairgrounds (now called the Enumclaw Expo Center).

In 2003, in response to a crisis in the General Fund, the Council approved Ordinance 15634, which transferred the Fairground facilities to Enumclaw. In February 2009, the Council approved Ordinance 16369, which transferred Fair operations to the City of Enumclaw.  

The City of Enumclaw, through the Enumclaw Expo Center, has managed and hosted the Fair each year since then. In 2015, the Expo Center was reorganized, with the creation of a non-profit organization, the Enumclaw Expo and Events Association, and the hiring of a new General Manager for the Expo Center.

King County 4-H. 4-H (Head, Heart, Hands, and Health) is the youth development program of the Cooperative Extension System of the United States’ 110 land-grant universities. The organization estimates that it currently has more than five million youth members and 600,000 leaders in the United States.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://www.4-h.org/about/] 


In King County, 4-H is managed by the Washington State University (WSU) Extension. 4-H programs around the county include urban farming, wind turbine design projects, a horse club, a program to raise Guide Dogs for the Blind, and teen leadership conferences and training opportunities.[footnoteRef:3] The King County Fair serves as an annual showcase for 4-H members to demonstrate their projects. [3:  http://ext100.wsu.edu/king/4-h/] 


2015-2016 County Funding for Fair. In response to requests from the City of Enumclaw for assistance with Fair operations, the Council approved an allocation of $10,000 for 2015 from the Parks Operating Budget (Ordinance 17941, Section 89, ER 1). In July 2015, the Council approved Ordinance 18080, which authorized an additional $50,000 to the City during the biennium, for a total of $35,000 for 2015 and $25,000 for 2016. These funds were directed to support 4-H Youth Development participation in the Fair.

2015 Fair Recap. With the assistance of the financial support from King County and the leadership of the new non-profit Enumclaw Expo and Events Association and its hired staff, the Fair was able to increase attendance, revenue, and 4-H participation in 2015. 

· Attendance climbed from 7,600 in 2014 to 15,700 in 2015.
· Vendors increased from just over 30 in 2014 to more than 70 in 2015.
· 4-H participation increased to 475 young people displaying 384 animals.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Kevin Hanson, King County Fair numbers double, revenue numbers more so, Enumclaw Courier Herald, August 18, 2015] 


Representatives from the Enumclaw Expo Center and the WSU Extension, along with 4-H participants, will share more information about the 2015 King County Fair and 4-H participation in the Fair.


ATTACHMENTS

1. 2015 King County Fair Recap, Provided by Enumclaw Expo Center

INVITED

· Scott Gray, General Manager, Enumclaw Expo Center
· Kevin Wright, Director, WSU Extension
image1.png
kil

King County




