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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Items:
	5 and 6
	Name:
	Olivia Brey

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0341
2024-0342
	Date:
	November 4, 2024



SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2024-0341 would confirm the Executive's appointment of Tina Keys, who resides in council district three, to the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners, representing the resident commissioner, for a partial term to expire on May 22, 2025.

Proposed Motion 2024-0342 would confirm the Executive’s appointment of Jerry Lee, who resides in council district six, to the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners, for a partial term to expire on May 22, 2026

BACKGROUND

The King County Housing Authority (KCHA) was established in 1939 by the King County Council to provide "decent, safe and sanitary housing for those families unable to obtain such housing elsewhere." Housing authorities are authorized by state and federal law to issue tax-exempt debt to finance the acquisition, preservation, and development of affordable housing. KCHA is a municipal corporation and is governed under Chapter 35.82 RCW, which governs housing authorities.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Chapter 35.82 RCW: HOUSING AUTHORITIES LAW (wa.gov)] 


A board of commissioners is responsible for making strategic decisions and providing oversight of statutory, regulatory, contractual, and financial obligations.[footnoteRef:2] The KCHA Board of Commissioners is made up of 5 commissioners, appointed by the Executive and confirmed by the Council. Currently, Commissioner Douglas Barnes serves as the chair of the Board. [2:  US Department of Housing and Urban Development] 


King County Code (K.C.C.) 2.88.015 requires that at least one person appointed to the Board of Commissioners be an individual who is directly assisted by the KCHA. The KCHA refers to this position as the "resident commissioner." Additionally, appointees may not serve for more than two successive terms. Filling an unexpired portion of a term counts toward the two-term limit.


APPOINTEE INFORMATION

Tina Keys. Tina Keys resides in council district three. She currently works as a Program Specialist within the Washington State Office of the Attorney General. Ms. Keys served in the U.S. military and has received a business clerical certification. She is currently pursuing an associate degree in behavioral and social sciences. Prior to her role with the Attorney General, she worked as a Housing Navigator with the Salvation Army and as a Case Manager for Veteran Families with the YMCA. 

In her application materials, Ms. Keys notes that her specialized military training in leadership principles, as well as training in administrative programming and behavioral health, have advanced her passion for community service. She would fill the role of a resident commissioner on the Board. 

Jerry Lee. Jerry Lee resides in council district six. He is the Executive Director for MG2 Foundation, which the philanthropic arm of an architecture firm. He was the CEO for MG2 from 1993 to 2004. Mr. Lee has served as a board member throughout his career, including the Washington State Board for Architects, the College Success Foundation, and the Children’s Hospital Foundation. He currently serves on the following boards: Hong Kong Business Association of Washington Foundation, Associate of Washington Generals, Toys for Kids, and Mariners RBI Club. Mr. Lee is also the founding member of the Chinese American Citizen’s Alliance Seattle Chapter. 

Staff from KCHA stated that Mr.Lee’s "experience leading one of the largest architecture firms in the country, combined with his passion for community service, has provided him with valuable and unique insights on the development and preservation of affordable housing that will greatly benefit the residents and staff of King County Housing Authority."

ANALYSIS

Jerry Lee would be appointed to Position 1, filling the remainder of the term. Tina Keys would be appointed to Position 2, filling the remainder of the term. Table 1 below shows the proposed composition of the Board.

Table 1. Current Board Make Up

	Pos. #
	Name
	K.C.C. District
	Background and/or Representing
	Date Appointed
	Term Expires
	# of Appointed Terms

	1
	Jerry Lee
	6
	Community volunteer
	To be determined
	5/22/26
	1 Partial, subject to council confirmation

	2
	Tina Keys
	3
	Resident Commissioner
	To be determined
	5/22/25
	1 Partial, subject to council confirmation

	3
	Richard Jackson
	8 (Works)
	Community volunteer
	1/27/23
	5/22/27
	1 Full

	4
	Regina Elmi
	9
	Community volunteer
	2/23/21
	5/22/23
	1 Full

	5
	Douglas Barnes
	1
	Community volunteer
	8/20/10
	5/22/24
	2 Full



Staff has not identified any issues with the proposed appointments. They appear to be consistent with the requirements of the King County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners. 

Currently, there are two members of the KCHA Board of Commissioners with expired terms. KCHA staff noted that they are working on asking members if they are interested in reappointment and preparing for recruitment for vacant positions. K.C.C. 2.28.003.C. states that "[a]ny member whose term has expired shall continue to serve until a successor is appointed […]".

INVITED 

· Jerry Lee, Appointee to KCHA Board of Commissioners
· Tina Keys, Appointee to KCHA Board of Commissioners
· Grace Wood, Staff Liaison to KCHA Board of Commissioners
· Robin Walls, CEO, KCHA

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2024-0341
2. Transmittal Letter for Tina Keys
3. Proposed Motion 2024-0342
4. Transmittal Letter for Jerry Lee
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