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Slide 1: Countywide Community Forums 

· Round 1 (June/July 08): Transportation -- Public Priorities, Choices, and Funding
· Round 2 (Feb/March 09): Citizen Priorities for County Government: Budget and Strategic Options
· Round 3 (May/June 09): Values and Performance of King County Government 
· Round 4 (Sept/Oct 09): Public Safety: Law and Justice 
Slide 2: Round 3 Process 
· 249 respondents

· 36 forums 

· Self selected

· 59% also participated in at least one previous round 
· 68 % thought CCF is “on the right track”

Slide 3: Round 3 Process and Demographics 

· Male:



57%
· Caucasian:


85%
· Over 50:


62%
· Four year college:

72%
Slide 4: Program Focus over Next Five Years (top 4 of 24 choices)
1. Bus (Metro) Transit Services 

2. Road and Bridge Maintenance 

3. Police Services 

4. Emergency Services, including EMS 

Slide 5: Priorities for next five years (top 3 of 13 choices) 
1. Building an integrated, effective public transportation system
2. Building regional economic strength 

3. Accountability & Transparency 

Slide 6: Majority Support for Council Statements 
POLICE SERVICES

· Oppose reducing Police Services in Unincorporated Areas  

· Prevention should be prioritized over incarceration 
PUBLIC HEALTH 
· Preventing communicable disease important government function 
· King County should be involved in protecting and improving health

· Important to encourage healthy behavior with sidewalks, trails, etc.

HUMAN SERVICES 
· Prioritize Human Services that Reduce Crime

· Maintain critical, life-saving services (emergency winter shelters)

· Do NOT cut programs that help sexual & domestic crime victims

Slide 7: BUDGET CUTS:  (% who support cutting this program first - % who oppose cutting first)
Human Services 

(34% support - 33% oppose)

Jails 



(28% support - 34% oppose)

Bus Service 


(27% support - 45% oppose)

District and Superior Courts 
(25 % support - 34% oppose)

Public Health 


(25% support - 35% oppose)

Sheriff’s Department 

(22% support - 50% oppose)

Slide 8: TAXES: Should county raise taxes (sales, property, utility or other) to prevent cuts? 

51%:  raise taxes to prevent cuts to “bus service.”


48%:  raise taxes to prevent cuts to “public health”


44%:  raises taxes to prevent cuts to “human services”

HOWEVER:  No specific tax increase had plurality support.  

Slide 9: COUNTY INCOME TAX 
In general 


(31% support - 47% oppose)
With strict limits on spending
(18% support - 53% oppose)

As a substitute for another tax
(16% support - 55% oppose)
