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STAFF REPORT
	SUBJECT


A briefing on items related to the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Action Plan
	SUMMARY


An update on the Washington counties that have implemented the one tenth of one percent sales tax to support mental health and chemical dependency services and programs
	BACKGROUND


During the course of the June 19, 2006 Committee of the Whole meeting, Council was made aware of the significant issues pertaining to the problems the county faces in dealing with individuals who are unstable and seriously disabled due to mental illness and chemical dependency. Council was presented with information on the numbers of mentally ill and chemically dependent in the jail and emergency medical systems, as well as the increasing costs of treating individuals in crisis through the aforementioned systems. 

Specifically, the Council was informed that:

· the King County Correctional Facility is the state’s second largest mental health facility with a population of mentally ill persons higher than any other facility except Western State Hospital;

· two thirds of the persons booked in to the King County jail facilities are under the influence of alcohol or drugs at the time of booking;

· the average length of stay for a mentally ill inmate in the King County jail facilities is roughly six times longer than for the average felony inmate;

· the average cost per day of incarceration of an inmate is $98, whereas the average cost per day to house a mentally ill inmate is $300 per day due to the cost of housing the inmate in the Psych Unit and the cost of medications

· on any given day, between 40-53% of King County Drug Diversion Court clients are homeless, and;

· the almost exclusive state and federal focus of funds on Medicaid has virtually eliminated options to treat mentally ill and drug dependent people who have not been able to successfully go through the lengthy and burdensome Medicaid eligibility process.
Council responded to the information by passing Motion 12320, with the intent of building on previous Council directed steps to reduce growth of the criminal justice costs and sustain the general fund such as the Adult Justice Operational Master Plan (AJOMP), the Juvenile Justice Operating Master Plan (JJOMP), and development of the Community Corrections Division. 

Council was first briefed on this Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Action Plan at the June 25, 2007 Committee of the Whole meeting in Shoreline. 

	OVERVIEW


Since the Committee’s last briefing on July 26th, Island County became the seventh county that has approved the one tenth of one percent sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency programs. 
The seven counties are: 
· Clallam 

· Clark 

· Jefferson

· Island

· Okanogan

· Skagit 

· Spokane

Yakima and Whatcom Counties are studying the sales tax option.
Spokane County’s mental health sales tax revenue is estimated to be about $7.5 million annually and it makes up about 17% of the entire mental health budget. 

Media reporting from Spokane indicate that the tax has paid dividends for the investment. Spokane County was being fined $500 per day for sending too many crisis cases to Eastern State Hospital. The County now falls below the 101-bed limit, saving Spokane County thousands of dollars. Additionally, the sales tax funds have enabled the County to reopen its crisis triage center that was closed in 2005. More residential treatment beds and longer stays are now funded with the sales tax funding.

Staff requested detailed information on the benefits of the sales tax revenue in Spokane County. The data received provides funding allocations for the 2007-2008 budget year (attachment 1).
On September 7th, the Operating Budget, Financial Management and Mental Health Committee will hold an extended special meeting to take an in-depth look at the Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Action Plan. The Committee will hear from Executive staff about the expected impacts that are from the investment of $47 million annually that the sales tax is estimated to generate for King County.
Date:

Friday, September 7, 2007

Location:
Mercer View Community Center, Mercer Island

Time:

10:00-2:00

An agenda will be available closer to the meeting date.

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Spokane County Community Services Mental Health Sales Tax Funding Distribution 2007-2008, Spokane County Regional Support Network

2. August 15, 2007 article, “New Tax to Aid Mental Health” by Sharon Salyer and Kaitlin Manry, Everett Herald 
3. July 11, 2007 article, “ Mental Health Sales Tax Paying Dividends” by John Craig, The Spokesman Review
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