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June 9, 2015
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200 

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
I am pleased to notify you that Mayor Ed Murray and I have appointed Patty Hayes as the Director of the Seattle – King County Department of Public Health, effective June 5, 2015.  Additionally, I am transmitting a motion for Council’s consideration to approve Ms. Hayes’ appointment.  A confirmation packet will be transmitted to the Council shortly.  Ms. Hayes’ appointment is subject to the confirmation by the King County Council and the Seattle City Council.  
Ms. Hayes has an exemplary record of thirty-plus years in the public health field, and her leadership skills make her uniquely qualified to serve as the Director of Public Health.  She has been recognized by being inducted into the Washington State Nurses Association’s Nursing Hall of Fame in 2002, and was the recipient of the 2014 Heroine of the Health Care Award from the Center for Women and Democracy.  Mostly recently, Ms. Hayes was awarded the Cynthia F. Shurtleff Award for leadership and dedication to the health and well-being of women, children and families in Washington.  Her current service on the Washington Health Benefit Exchange Advisory Committee and her election to the State Public Health Association Board of Directors are just some of the examples demonstrating her expertise, abilities and, most importantly, her leadership skills.  Ms. Hayes’ dedication and leadership skills align well with the County’s strategic goals to provide service excellence and opportunities for all communities and individuals.
Ms. Hayes also served as interim director through a time of great uncertainty, and shown the ability to forge effective, collaborative relationships across the region that will serve public health as we chart a new course forward.  At the same time, Dr. Jeffrey Duchin, a long-time leader in communicable disease for the department and recognized nationwide for his skills, has agreed to hold dual positions as the County’s Health Officer and continue his role as Communicable Disease Division Director.  This team is uniquely poised to move the department forward to creating the kinds of health service delivery needed in our region.
It is my great pleasure to request the confirmation of Ms. Hayes as the Director of the Seattle-King County Department of Public Health.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosure

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


The Honorable Ed Murray, Mayor of Seattle



ATTN:  Kate Joncas, Deputy Mayor 




  Brian Hawksford, Associate Deputy Mayor




  Susan Coskey, Director, Human Resources Department

Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive 

    Services (DES)

Patty Hayes, Director Designee, Seattle-King County Department of Public Health

Nancy Buonanno Grennan, Director, Human Resources Division, DES
