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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

LABOR, OPERATIONS AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6
DATE:  September 9, 2003
PROPOSED NO:  2003-0422
PREPARED BY:  Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  A MOTION opposing the privatization of the air traffic control tower at King County International Airport.
SUMMARY:
If approved, this motion would express King County’s grave concern and opposition to the proposed privatizing of the air traffic control tower at King County International Airport (KCIA) also commonly called Boeing Field.  
BACKGROUND:  The metropolitan Seattle airspace is among the most complicated in the nation because of the proximity of two very active major airports, Sea-Tac and KCIA, as well as Paine Field, Renton, Auburn, Arlington, Bremerton airports plus McCord and Fort Lewis military bases.  Our metropolitan area has benefited from an excellent record of safety and efficiency due to the close cooperation and integration of federal air traffic control system TRACON, Sea-Tac Tower and Boeing Field Tower.  This arrangement provides for the safe vertical and horizontal separation of arriving and departing aircraft from Sea-Tac and KCIA.
In an effort to save money, the federal government through the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has been pursuing a program that would privatize air traffic control towers at small airfields, primarily in rural areas, that do not have the capability of providing vertical separation among planes due to the lack of sophisticated radar and control systems.  While this program may have merits when properly applied, it clearly does not fit the situation at KCIA.  It is unclear why the FAA put KCIA on the list of airport towers to be privatized.  Congress is scheduled to take action on the proposed list in one or two weeks.
Privatizing the KCIA tower raises, at a minimum, the following concerns and possibilities:

· Uncertainty over the ownership of the current radar system at KCIA;

· Reduced levels of service resulting in fewer Instrument Flight Rules landings at KCIA.  IFR flight landings and take offs were capped at KCIA about five years ago, resulting in the loss of some aviation schools and forcing The Boeing Company to move some flight test operations to other locations.
· Less professional, less efficient, less safe flight operations;

· Adverse economic and employment on air cargo and general aviation businesses;
· Adverse economic and employment on The Boeing Company which has already cut tens of thousands of jobs in the local economy;

· Exacerbation of the region’s unemployment rate and the state unemployment rate which is second highest in the nation.

The Executive has sent a letter opposing the privatization of the tower and the Airport Manager supports this motion as well.  Time is of the essence as congressional action is imminent.  Should the Council pass the motion, copies will be sent to the state’s congressional delegation and the Administrator of the FAA.
Elements of the Motion:
The motion states in very simple, plain terms:

· The County’s grave concern and serious opposition to privatizing the air traffic control tower at KCIA, urging Congress and the FAA to remove it from the list; and
· Urges Congress and the FAA to recognize the importance of maintaining the current status and operating agreements for the KCIA tower as being in the national interest, as well as local, state and northwest interests.   
ATTENDING:
Gary Molyneaux, Planning Manager, King County International Airport, DOT
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