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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0359 would move the grant applications and awards for 4Culture's existing arts and heritage sustained support programs from a two-year cycle to a three-year cycle. 

SUMMARY

The King County Council established lodging tax-backed sustained support programs for arts and heritage operating expenses in 2002. These programs were established in the King County Code with two-year applications and awards cycles.[footnoteRef:1] As part of the Doors Open implementation plan, 4Culture, the County's Cultural Public Development Authority, is proposing to administer the existing sustained support programs and the Doors Open sustained support program together. 4Culture is also proposing a three-year award cycle for the sustained support programs. Proposed Ordinance 2024-0359 would update the code for the existing sustained support programs to make them three-year grant and award cycles. This update would enable 4Culture to administer all operating support programs together and on the same timelines.  [1:  K.C.C. 2.48.108 and K.C.C. 2.48.109 established the Sustained Support program for the arts and heritage respectively [Link].] 


BACKGROUND 

Sustained support programs. In July 2002, the King County Council adopted an ordinance establishing the two cultural sustained support programs in the King County Code and making them eligible for lodging tax funding.[footnoteRef:2] The first of the sustained support programs was for arts, with the purpose of  providing "operating support to arts organizations and local arts agencies with a demonstrated record of providing or facilitating quality arts experiences for residents of and visitors to King County."[footnoteRef:3] The second program was for heritage and meant to provide "operating support to historical museums and heritage organizations that make exceptional contributions to the preservation, collection, exhibition, interpretation or protection of resources related to the history of the people and places of King County."[footnoteRef:4] Both programs were intended to provide general support for operating expenses like the "costs related to staff, utilities, supplies, fees or services."[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  Ordinance 14440, enacted August 9, 2002. [Link]]  [3:  Section 7 of Ordinance 14440.]  [4:  Section 8 of Ordinance 14440. ]  [5:  Sustained Support Program Guidelines found in Attachments A and B to Ordinance 14440. ] 


Both sustained support programs were established in King County Code (K.C.C.) chapter 2.48 with a biennial application process, which meant applicants were to submit applications once every two years. The grants from the award process were also required to be allocated on an annual basis for two consecutive years. While the code originally designated the Office of Cultural Resources (OCR) as the agency to administer the arts and heritage programs, 4Culture was given that responsibility when it was established as King County's Cultural Public Development Authority and replaced the functions of OCR in October 2002.[footnoteRef:6]    [6:  Ordinance 14482, enacted October 1, 2002. [Link]] 


Doors Open. In December 2023, King County enacted the Doors Open cultural access program.[footnoteRef:7] Funded by a 0.1 percent sales tax for seven years beginning in April 2024, the Doors Open program was created to provide grant funding to arts, heritage, science, and historical preservation non-profit organizations to increase the public benefits cultural organizations provide throughout King County. Among the uses of proceeds in the ordinance that established the Doors Open program is "operating support to meet the ongoing needs of cultural organizations, including but not limited to assistance with rent, utilities, payroll, and other basic annual expenses."[footnoteRef:8]    [7:  Ordinance 19710, enacted December 18, 2023 [Link]]  [8:  Section 4 of Ordinance 19710.] 

4Culture is the agency authorized by the Council in the Doors Open legislation to administer the Doors Open program. As part of the Doors Open program's implementation plan, 4Culture is proposing a three-year award cycle for Doors Open sustained support grants.[footnoteRef:9] 4Culture is also proposing to administer the lodging tax and Doors Open sustained support programs together to simplify both the application burden for cultural organizations and 4Culture's administrative efforts. An amendment to K.C.C. chapter 2.48 is necessary to administer the programs together. [9:  File No. 2024-0236 [Link]] 


ANALYSIS

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0359 would amend K.C.C. 2.48.108 and K.C.C. 2.48.109 to change the application cycle for arts and heritage sustained support programs from biennial to triennial. The proposed legislation would also require grants to be allocated on an annual basis for three years. These combined changes would effectuate sustained support grants moving from two-year to three-year cycles.

Proposed Ordinance 2024-0359 would also make minor technical amendments to K.C.C 2.48.108 and K.C.C. 2.48.109. These technical edits include the addition of serial commas and the use of the term "moneys" instead of "funds" in the description of sustained support expenditures. The term "funds" is generally reserved used for accounting units, such as those described in K.C.C. chapter 4A.200.

INVITED

· Brian Carter, Executive Director, 4Culture
· Claire Miccio, Government and Community Relations Manager, 4Culture
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