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September 24, 2014


The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips,

This letter transmits an ordinance that will renew and extend King County Code chapter 21A.45 entitled "Homeless Encampments" for another ten years.  The continued ability to locate homeless encampments in unincorporated King County benefits the large number of individuals and families in our community who go unsheltered by providing interim opportunities for safe alternative locations for habitation.

Homeless encampments serve as an interim survival mechanism while King County continues its important work as a member of the regional Committee to End Homelessness.  The King County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness found that homeless encampments are not ideal but that there is a need for them until more permanent housing is available across King County.  In 2005, Ordinance 15170 created a temporary use permit for homeless encampments.  These provisions expire January 1, 2015.  This legislation will extend that expiration date to January 1, 2025 and address necessary amendments to the code language.

This legislation amends the information requested from persons who can respond immediately if onsite problems arise and clearly spells out provisions for addressing permit violations.  It also extends the duration of the temporary use permit from ninety-two days (3 months) to one hundred twenty-two days (4 months).  These additions address complaints received by the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review and concerns expressed by neighbors and adjacent residents without precluding the ability of a homeless encampment to locate in unincorporated King County.

King County embraces a vision of homelessness as a rare event in the County, and for anyone who does become homeless, as a brief and one-time occurrence.  As co-chair of the Committee to End Homelessness Governing Board, I have publicly stated that those who are homeless want to get back on their feet and contribute to society, but that's difficult to do without safe, reliable housing.  To help them make that transition, we will work together as a region – government, business, faith-based organizations and advocates – to develop long-term solutions for men, women and children who are caught in a cycle of homelessness.

The County has identified fourteen "Determinants of Equity," conditions that we need in order to thrive.  Affordable, safe, quality housing is one of these determinants.  When people lack access to the determinants of equity, they lack opportunity.  The resulting inequities impact the whole community.  Also, this legislation furthers the "fair and just" goal of the County's Strategic Plan.  It reflects our values and our commitment to working across departments to serve all people of King County.  It provides an opportunity for under-served communities and individuals to have shelter, and therefore work toward realizing their full potential.

In accordance with KCC 20.18.110, the homeless encampment (KCC Chapter 21A.45) renewal ordinance must be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation at least thirty days before the Council's public hearing.  Under KCC 20.18.150 and RCW 36.70A.l06, within ten days of adoption, the Council must transmit the homeless encampment renewal ordinance to the state and provide published notice in the official county newspaper.  

This action is categorically exempt under SEPA, WAC 197-11-800(19). 

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County continue to permit homeless encampments, an interim survival mechanism that brings people out of the elements as the County works to create pathways to safe, affordable housing.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact John Starbard, Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review at 206-477-0382.

Sincerely,



Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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