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July 14, 2003

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

This letter transmits an ordinance for Council action to amend the Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) Program to clarify the acquisition authority of the TDR Bank.  

A review of the award winning TDR program has been an item on the workplan of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks Water and Land Resource Division for 2003.  This legislation is the product of phase one of this review.  These recommended changes clarify the authority of the Bank.  Council adoption of these changes will facilitate future TDR opportunities for King County.  

The legislation makes clear that when King County purchases a conservation easement for property that qualifies it as a TDR sending site, the County is authorized to also acquire the development rights that are issued as a result of the conservation easement.  The legislation authorizes the Bank to acquire development rights when the Bank, or another County natural resource acquisition program, purchases conservation easements.  As a result, the County will have the opportunity to recoup scarce public funding spent on the acquisition of conservation easements through the subsequent sale of the development rights generated from such acquisitions.

Phase two of the TDR review will examine the possibility of integrating the TDR program with other land use regulations and tax incentives in the proposed Critical Areas Ordinance and the 2004 Comprehensive Plan Update. 

Thank you for considering this ordinance.  If you have any questions or need more information, please call Mark Sollitto, TDR Program Manager, Water and Land Resources Division,

at (206) 296-1941.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:  
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




 Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Management and Budget (OMB)


Steve Broz, Budget Supervisor, OMB


Pam Bissonnette, Director, Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP)


Mark Sollitto, TDR Program Manager, Water and Land Resources Division, DNRP

