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Metropolitan King County Council

Operating Budget Committee

	AGENDA ITEM No.:
	    17    
	DATE:
	December 11, 2006

	
	
	
	

	BRIEFING  No.:
	2006-0360
	PREPARED BY:
	William Nogle


STAFF REPORT
	SUBJECT


This ordinance would provide a supplemental budget appropriation for the Water and Land Resources shared services and surface water management local drainage services funds.
	BACKGROUND


The King County Council during each year approves supplemental budget appropriations via ordinances to address emergent issues.  This supplemental, as submitted by the Executive, would address several grant-funded projects by appropriating sufficient funding to carry out the programs.
Subsequent to submittal of this ordinance, the Council adopted Ordinance 15625.  Ordinance 15625 incorporated the grant related appropriations that would have been addressed in Proposed Ordinance 2006-0360.

Several additional emergent needs have been identified that need supplemental appropriations to the 2006 budget.  These are explained in the “Analysis/Striking Amendment” section below.

	ANALYSIS/STRIKING AMENDMENT


Striking amendment S2 would delete the funding for the Water and Land Resources funds and would add funding in several new areas.

Sheriff.  This striker would add $203,000 to the Sheriff’s 2006 budget in order to allow for the purchase of a rescue hoist for the Guardian 1 helicopter.  Currently, Guardian 1 has no way to rescue stranded persons without landing.  In many cases, landing is not possible due to the terrain, the weather or other conditions.  The addition of a hoist to the aircraft would allow for ground to air rescues.
Human Services CX Transfers/Children and Families Set-Aside, Community Services Division (CFSA, CSD).  This change will allow for additional transfers from the CX fund to the Children and Family Set-Aside fund for community services and a corresponding appropriation to the CFSA, CSD.
Roads.  According to the Office of Management and Budget, “this appropriation to the Roads operating budget is for emergency response and repair costs from the 2006 election eve storm.  Approximately 75 percent of the costs are anticipated to be recovered from a combination of Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) emergency grants ($5.625 million), with the remainder ($1.875 million) coming from the Roads Division’s fund balance.

The largest share of the cost is due to the Upper Preston Road SE near 312th Ave SE slide repair ($5.6 million).  Increased river flow on the Raging River below the road undermined the slope, resulting in a slide that consumed the roadway and made it impassable.  Approximately 100 residents could not get out of this area.  A temporary emergency access connection from Interstate-90 was made in coordination with the Washington State Department of Transportation.  The nearby Preston Frontage Road Bridge crossing the Raging River bridge abutment was damaged also due to river flow erosion and requires $750,000 in repairs.  The remaining $1.15 million is for other storm damage and response work at 52 separate locations in unincorporated King County.”
Benefits.  Benefits.  The executive has requested $1.8 million in additional appropriation authority to the employee benefits fund.  Of this $1.8 million, $1.5 million is to pay for employee health benefit costs that are projected to be higher than expected; and $300,000 is for increased vendor costs as a result of higher than anticipated participation in the employee health risk assessment.  In addition, the entire $3.58 million enrollment contingency and $2 million in accumulated fund balance will be used to fund increased employee health benefit costs.  

	REASONABLENESS


Approval of this supplemental request, as amended, appears to be a reasonable and prudent financial and policy course of action based on staff’s analysis of the information provided.

	INVITED


· Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget
	ATTACHMENTS


1.  Striking Amendment S2

2.  Title Amendment T2

3.  Proposed Ordinance 2006-0360
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